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we 
In Faith Believing 


By Joseph Roland Piatt 


N the dark, when the wild storm sweeps the sea,° 
And the waves roll mountain high ; 

Whes the loud winds roar in tempestuous glee, 
While the cloud-wrack plunges by; * 

When the seething spume runs in ghostly white, 
And the squall howls eerily,— 

Oh, the dread that shrieks through the angry night, 
When the wild storm sweeps the sea! 


sa) 


As your great ship reels through the blinding spray, 
Right into the teeth of the gale ; 

When the fear of an awful death holds sway 
In your heart, and your cheeks blanch pale : 

If in Faith you believe that the God of love 
Is safeguarding tenderly,— 

Then your soul is serene as the stars above, 
When the wild storm sweeps the sea. 








Goad News for Your Children 


The character of our ancestry ought to be 
neither discouraging nor too reassuring as we look 
at our own possibilities. The current studies in the 
Old Testament lessons will arouse questionings in the 
minds of some as to a working theory of life in re- 
lation to heredity. Old Thomas Fuller, a chaplain of 
Cromwell’s day, makes this sage and memorable ob- 
servation on -the subject: 

“Lord, I find the genealogy of my Saviour strangely 
checkered with four remarkable changes in four im- 
mediate generations. (1) Rehoboam begat Abijah; 
that is, a bad father begat a bad son. (2) Abijah 
begat Asa; that is, a bad father, a good son. (3) 
Asa begat Jehoshaphat ; that is, a good father, a good 
son. (4) Jehoshaphat begat Joram; that is, a good 
father, a bad son. I see, Lord, from hence that my 
father’s piety cannot be entailed; that is bad news 
for me. But I see, also, that actual impiety is not 
always hereditary; that is good news for my son.” 


Whether we are sons or fathers, mothers or daugh- 
t rs, God’s miracle work in giving us individual 
spiritual union with himself with its blessed results 
in daily life admits us to an infinitely higher heritage 
than any handed down by earthly ancestry. 


x 
What is Christian Efficiency? 


Sometimes a word becomes so overworked that 
the idea back of the word suffers because of the 
place that the word comes to-.hold as one to be 
rather avoided. Efficiency, as a word, has been so 
freely used that it is not strange that one should seek 
to avoid it in his vocabulary if he can think of any- 
thing else in its place. But the chief trouble is in 
losing track of the idea, while we are trying to find 
a substitute for the word. Christian efficiency is not 
cold-blooded calculating mechanism. It is simply 
thinking and doing as Christ would have us think 
and do. That idea no word ought ever to obscure. 
The most efficient Christian is one through whom 
Christ can work with the least friction and the least 
change of Christ’s plans, If we like slipshod ways, 
it may bring us to our senses to realize that they are 
not Christ’s ways. - 
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The Yield of God’s Word 


What the Word of God will yield to us by read- 
ing and studying will depend more upon thé spirit in 
which we approach it than upon the intellectual 
ability we may have or lack. It is so with any re- 
vealing of God’s hand and thought. An American 
business man, traveling in Scotland in the winter, 
visited Loch Lomond when Ben Lomond was capped 
with snow and the-whole landscape clothed with win- 


ter glory. It was a rare sight for the traveler. He 
gave himself up to the full appreciation of it, and 
thus found a rich, beautiful experience in the journey 
around the lake. When his Glasgow hosts asked him 
in the evening how he liked Loch Lomond, he said: 
“It was wonderful. I haven’t a thing to suggest that 
I would like to see changed.” His answer greatly 
amused his Scottish friends, and at the same time 
assured them of his appreciation. In our pilgrimage 
through the wonders of the Word of God we shall 
gain a truer appreciation of the unspeakable glories 
of that landscape by opening our hearts to it than 
by trying to discover in what way it does not fit our 
+ of what God ought to have done. 


x 
Yokes 


Christian service requires the wearing of the yoke. 
There are other yokes beside that of the ox. Dr. F. 
W. Farr says that a wheel is a yoke in the stream, 
a sail is a yoke in the wind, and a wire is a yoke in 
the electric current. The beautifyl Swanannoa 
River in the Blue Ridge comes out of the very eye 
of Mount Mitchell, an ice-cold spring high up on the 
slopes. An “intake” at the foot of the mountain is 
the yoke which harnesses the waters and carries 
them through pipes twenty miles to Asheville where 
they slake the thirst of a city. Mark Guy Pearse 
was preaching in England once about yoke-wearing, 
and after the sermon an old yoke-maker came to him 
and said: “You left out the best part of your ser- 
mon.” “How is that?” asked the preacher. “A yoke 
is always heavier on one side than the other, as one 
ox is always supposed to be stronger than the other,” 
said the yoke-maker, who added, “Jesus Christ 
always carries the heavy side of the yoke.” That is 
the secret of Christ’s yoke being “easy.” 


The Other War 


know the true meaning of their spiritual sol- 

diership. Whatever else the Apostle Paul 
might think of the world war, if he were living to- 
day, it is certain that it would stir him to renewed 
interest in the war in which he himself was enlisted. 
Under the inspiration of the Spirit Paul pointed out 
clear analogies between Christian warfare and the 
war that is waged with carnal weapons. There is a 
startling parallel and one which helps to give a defi- 
nite picture of the spiritual conflict. 

The first fact of special interest to Americans 
about the struggle in which all the greater nations 
of the world are now engaged is that our country is 
actually at war. A state of war has been declared. 
‘All acts against the enemy must rest on that first 
fact. Many Christians have never realized that war 
is on in the spiritual world. Long ago God declared 
war. It is written in the Word that Jehovah is a 
Man of War. Perpetual war, with no truce, God 
declared against the enemy that first opposed Israel 
after the Chosen People had been delivered from 
Egypt. When the Prince of Peace came he came as 
a Man of War. “I came not to bring peace but a 
sword.” Our Lord made it clear that the battle was 
still on; with his advent it increased in intensity, 
and when he ascended he sent forth his disciples to 
carry on the war. The-climax of the enemy’s fight 
against God was reached in the crucifixion. 

The Cross is the supreme sign that the world is at 
war with God. Not was, but is. The world, repre- 
sented on the one hand by the apostate religious 
leaders and on the other by Rome’s military power, 
crucified the Son of God. The world has never re- 
pented of that deed. The world is still at war 
against God. If Jesus came to-day, in humility as he 
came then, the world again would cry, “Away with 
him! Crucify him!’—though something more re- 
fined than a cross would be used in his crucifixion. 

But the Cross stands also as the great witness that 
God has offered peace t8 the world. Christ did in- 
deed come to bring peace, “having made peace 
through the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20); but 


Nizom: was there greater need for Christians to 





peace may be enjoyed only on God’s terms, and the 
world has not accepted them. The war is still on. 
And God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ, “gave us the ministry of reconciliation,” 
“having placed in us the word of reconciliation.” 
“We are ambassadors therefore on behalf of Christ, 
as though God were intreating by us: we beseech you 
on ~ a of Christ, be ye reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 
5:20). 

It is because the world is still unreconciled to God 
that the present world war of the nations was a pos- 
sibility. It is only an outward expression of the 
state of the world’s heart that was just as far from 
God, as definitely at war with Him, before the first 
gun of the present conflict was fired. The nations 
are using the organized Christian churches as aux- 
iliaries in the war,—a mere incident among their 
fighting resources. But Christians should under- 
stand that this world war is a mere incident in the 
great conflict in which they are engaged; it is one of 
the necessary results of the spiritual war of the 
world against God. 

The first fact for the Christian, then, is to realize 
that he and his brethren are at war, that Christ’s 
call is a war call, and that picnic tactics will not do. 

A second step in war, closely connected with the 
declaration of war, is to know clearly who the enemy 
is. President Wilson has maintained that the United 
States has no desire to fight the German people, that 
the real enemy is the militarism which opposes the 
great principles that democracy stands for. But to 
the extent that the German people identify them- 
selves with this militarism, war is to be waged against 
them. The Enemy of God in the spiritual war is as 
clearly defined. When God told Moses to write as a 
memorial in a book ‘that He would utterly blot out 
Amalek, and war with him from generation to gen- 
eration, it was revealed who was the great Enemy 
who used Amalek as a tool: “a hand is lifted up 
against the throne of Jah” is the reading of the 
Hebrew that has been obscured in the English ver- 
sions. That hand is the hand of the great Adversary, 
Satan ; and Genesis to Revelation is the record of his 
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unrelenting warfare with Christ for the possession of 
this world. It is no sham battle. The sore wound- 
ing of the Son of God is the price of victory. 

ow can this enemy be reached? Where does he 


attack? How to get at the enemy may be thought 
of as the third problem,—both for the United States 
in its war and for Christians in theirs. For in the 


spiritual war it is of the utmost importance to lo- 
cate the battlefields correctly. Every battle that God 
commanded Israel to fight was a battle against the 
great Adversary and those whom he used as his instru- 
ments. These were flesh and blood battles, and the 
battlefields were on earth; but back of the flesh and 
blood were the real spiritual forces. Israel’s wars, 
like every other Old Testament institution, are types 
that shadow forth the great spiritual realities re- 
vealed in the New Dispensation. They were part of 
the great conflict against Christ’s adversary, and in 
this age of Grace that conflict is not with carnal 
weapons: “For our wrestling is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the principalities, against the 
powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness” (Eph. 6:12). 

Where then are these spiritual hosts? “In the 
heavenly places.” That determines the battle-ground. 
In the book of Ephesians, which is a war manual for 
the Christian, we are told that Christ is in “the 
heavenly places,” that Christians have been raised 
to “the heavenly places,” and that these spiritual 
hosts of wickedness are in the heavenly places. 
Have you come into close conflict with the enemy? 
Only when a Christian knows something about “every 

iritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,” 
yn he know anything about real conflict with 
Satan. The reason so many Christians d< not real- 
ize that they are at war is because they are not in 
the heavenly places where the fight is on. Satan is 
not bothering them. For these Christians we should 
pray that God’s Spirit may trouble them and drive 
them into the place of blessing and conflict, the 
present-day Canaan of the Age of Grace. 

The weapons of modern warfare claim as large a 
share of attention as the place of fighting. Again 
and again it has been “munitions” that decided cam- 
paigns in the world war. The weapons are all im- 
portant in the Christian’s fight. So our manual tells 
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us to take the whole armor of God. To take less 
than the whole armor is to invite disaster. In our- 
selves we have exactly the same chance of success 
against Satan as a French soldier would have who 
marched with his rifle into the mouth of a bah 2 
two centimeter German gun, expecting to turn the 
huge ball aside with his bare fist. t explains 
why Christians so often fall before temptation. Our 
Saptain knows his foe, and he knows that every 
piece of the armor is needed. Indeed, the armor 
cannot be divided; it is the whole armor of God, 
and if one piece is sacrificed the whole armor goes. 

What is this armor? Loins girt with truth: “I 
am the Truth” {ohn 14:6). The breastplate of 
righteousness: “Christ our Righteousness” (1 Cor. 
1:30). Feet shod with the preparation of the Gos- 
pe: of peace: “He is our peace” (Eph. 2:14), and 
our Gospel, too. The shield of faith: “the faith of 
Jesus Christ” (Rom. 3:22). The helmet of salva- 
tion . .. the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of God” (Eph. 6:17). “In the beginning was the 
Word... And the Word betame flesh” (John 1:1). 

Yes; every piece, and the whole armor, is just 
Christ. Had not the Apostle said: “Be strong [or 
be made powerful] in the Lord, and in the strength 
of his might”? (Eph. 6: 10.) What shall we do with 
this armor? Put it on. And the only way to do that 
is to put Him on. “Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Rom. 13:14). That insures victory against every 
assault. 

But before final victory in this spiritual war must 
come the thing which, in this world war that our 
country has entered upon, is overwhelmingly greater 
than all other factors—suffering, cf body and mind 
and spirit. How little Christians say of suffering; 
we talk more of glory. Yet on nothing is the New 
Testament clearer than that Christians, like their 
Lord, are called to suffering. Afterward, glory is 


to come. While in a world at enmity against God— 
and every one who has not confessed Christ is an 
enemy of God (Rom. 5:10)—Christians are called 


to fellowship in the sufferings of Christ, that they 
may also share in his glory (Phil, 3: 10; 1 Pet. 4: 13). 

re we as Christians ready for such suffering for 
Christ as shall equal every sacrifice that men and 
women are making in this world war? 





The Christian and the “Movies” 


What in your opinion should be the consistent atti- 
tude of a Christian toward the moving-picture shows? 
Are not the same objections which there are to the 
theater also open to the moving-pictures? 

Should you think a Christian could consistently at- 
tend a moving-picture theater in a town where there 
are no censors and often obscene and immoral films are 
shown, even though a discrimination were made and an 
evening chosen when something “good” is advertised? 

I am not asking these questions for my own sake, 
because I think this pastime is inconsistent for a Chris- 
tian, but I should like to have your help in presenting 
the reasons to younger Christians.—A Colombia (®outh 
America) Reader. 


Young Christians in Colombia and elsewhere will 
be interested in the conclusion on this subject reached 
by a boy of the teen age who wrote to an older friend 
with whom he had been discussing the question: 
“As for the movies I will say ‘nix on it.’ I have 
concluded to avoid the stuff as I like it, and know it 
will get a hold on me. Believe me, it isn’t like roll- 
ing off a log to make this decision. I would enjoy 
going. Then is the time to quit. Furthermore, 
hope to give —— an idea of the absolutely rotten 
stuff her boys witnessed the other day. The pictures 
are simply a series of fool acts, one scene leading 
up to something worse. So here is my decision 
against all such moving-pictures as are shown here 
[a town of exceptional refinement] and in other 
towns. I prayed about it, and am clear now. 
couldn’t get around the right thing by a crooked line.” 

The boy who wrote this letter is an earnest Chris- 
tian, a live, energetic, athletic fellow of many healthy 
interests. Apart from other considerations that 
might easily be presented there iseéno question what- 
ever that the usual moving-picture show drags into 
the mind stuff that never ought to be allowed to come 
into the life of any one by any gate, and least of 
all by the eye gate. It is a striking fact that in the 
ordinary moving-picture show,-when pictures that are 
simply beautiful, or interesting from an industrial 
or educational standpoint are put on the screen, there 
is so often an exodus of the audience as to leave no 
doubt con-erning the kind of pictures that the crowd 
is there to see. Surely no Christian can seriously 
defend the willing exposure of one’s life and thought 
to such influences. A Christian would do well to 
avoid any implied approval of an institution that is 
characterized by so many harmful elements. There 
are of course certain moving-pictures like the won- 
derful illustrations of various travel-talks that are 
above question. But that isn’t what anybody means 





by the “movies.” Whatever the moving-picture may 
have been at the beginning in its marvels and novelty, 
there is now no line in principle between the usual 
“movies” scattered over the face of the world and 


the theater itself. 


x= 
Are Most ‘“‘ Famous Christians” Men ? 


In that inspiring book, “Deeper Experiences of Famous 
Christians,” one is painfully aware that ffearly all fa- 
mous Christians have been men. In looking about one 
at the busy mothers one knows, whose attention and 
care can never rest day nor night lest the little ones 
suffer, there seems to be an explanation (or is it just 
seeming?), they haven’t the time to pray; if they take 
time, some little voice pipes up “Mother”! They could 
get up at 3 o’clock perhaps, but so utterly weary they 
would be unless God gave them a special strength! Does 
God not plan for all women to have wonderful experi- 
ences, and to be great soul-winners? Or is their part 
just to raise the boys in godliness, and (when wives) to 
keep the boys’ bodies, while the husbands save souls?— 
An Ohio Mother. 


If it is true that there have been more famous men 
Christians than famous women Christians that fact 
might simply go to show that fame is a very unim- 
portant by-product of Christian.service. There are 
doubtless many men who have become famous in 
Christian work who would like to hide in a secluded 
corner when their achievements are proclaimed, es- 
pecially when memories of the mother pass before 
their minds. Why, the only person in the New 
Testament for whom our Lord promised anything 
like fame was a woman who gave immensely more 
than at least one man near her thought should be 
given to honor Christ. It isn’t the absehce of Chris- 
tian women from the rightful hall of fame of which 
large-hearted men are “painfully aware,” but rather 
the scarcity of Christian men who have a spirit-filled 
disregard of what the world calls fame. One of the 
strongest Christian leaders of our time said with 
almost a look of agony on his face, in an impul- 
sive burst of heart revelation, “Be thankful if you 
don’t have to be prominent.” He knew the perils, 
the insidious, all too common dangers of fame. 

Many a woman, crowded with household duties and 
subject to interruptions, has found new spiritual 
power through prayer during even a little quiet time 
which she has reserved daily for that one purpose. 
The Lord honors such a plan by preventing interrup- 
tions more often than we may suppose. 

A woman who finds that her part is just “to raise 
the boys in godliness,” and to take care of them, 
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needn’t look upon the prominent soul-winning hus- 
band as having a nobler place in the plan of God. 
For did not our Lord point out in what real great- 
ness consists? Was it not in simple Christian ser- 
vice? The only biographies that have been written 
of the great majority of those who have followed 
Him in this are written in the life’s-blood of women 
‘upon the hearts of boys and girl: but-whose names 
are never known beyond a little ciréle. Would it not 
be well for us to gather to our own hearts the con- 
viction of one Christian man who said, when he was 
asked if he would be willing to prepare an auto- 
biography, “No, no, if God will not tell what he knows 
about me, I'll never tell what I know about myself”? 
God lays his hand upon men and women as he pleases 
for service that the world may count large or small, 
for work that may bring fame or obscurity; but how- 
ever the published list may be made up of those con- 
stituting the “Who’s Who” of Christian work, eyery 
honest man knows that he has longed more than once 
to discover the secret of the spiritual power, endur- 
ance and fruitfulness of a woman whom God has sent 
into his life, so that he might himself also exemplify 
Christ as no work or word of his own has ever yet 


done. 
ax 
Multiplying Your Ministry 


Through the kindness of one of your subscribers, I 
have been receiving the issues of The Sunday School 
Times for a few months. I am the Presbyterian min- 
ister here, and finding this paper so excellent a guide 
to my regular Bible study, I have this morning se- 
cured ten subscribers. I note that you offer and will 
allow “one free copy additional for every ten paid for 
in a club at the $1 rate.” I hope before long to be able 
to order a copy to be sent to each of my children: I 
believe I cannot do a better thing for them than just 
as soon as possible to furnish them with the best guide 
to Bible study that I have ever found in thirty-one 
years in the ministry —A Saskatchewan Pastor. 


The grain-fields of Canada and of other lands 
would never yield the results that the farmers seek 
unless the farmer used wisdom and work in pre- 
liminary cultivation. The minister who is looking 
for a larger yield of Bible*study, Christian service, 
and souls won to Christ (and what minister is not?) 
can do just what this Saskatchewan pastor has done 
in cultivating among his people the spirit that precedes 
fruit-bearing. The Sunday School Times. has 
ministered to his life and work he can multiply his 
own ministry by bringing as many persons as possible 
in his congregation into contact with those who are 
contributing through ‘the columns of The Sunday 
School Times to the fruitfulness of his own ministry. 
A great many pastors have long recognized what it 
means to supplement their own service for their 
congregations by the ministry that so many persons 
the world over are rendering through the printed 
page. Some who feel that they cannot very well 
afford to take the very papers they would like to have, 
will find, as the Saskatchewan minister did, that there 
is a way by which they can get The Sunday School 
Times without money cost to themselves, and at the 
same time bring its advantages into the lives of 
many whom they would like to reach. The hearty 
letter from the Canadian pastor is given here by way 
of suggestion to other pastors, and to those who are 
in positions of influence who would like to multiply 
their ministry through helpful contact with others in 
some such way. The subscription rates are found on 
page 424, and the publishers will be glad to send free 
specimen copies of the paper to any who would like 
to hand them directly to persons who should have the 
paper. Or the publishers will gladly send free speci- 
men copies directly to persons whose names are sent 
in by present readers of The Sunday School Times. 


ax 
Do You Know the Answer ? 


I see a great deal in The Sunday School Times about 
Bible “Keys,” and “mastering whole books” of the Bible. 
I could wish that its able editors or contributors would 
give us a system or rule of interpretation, as between 
figurative and literal construction of the Scriptures. 

Godly and God-fearing men in my class and every- 
where are asking: Did Satan actually take Jesus up to 
an exceeding high mountain, or is that a figure? If 
so, did the two actually meet? Was-there a wilderness, 
a fast, and is there a personal Satan? Where do we 
draw the line; how do we distinguish; what is the rule? 

Or again, Will the angel of Revelation 20:1 actually 
have a “great chain upon his hand’? If not, is there 
a personal Satan to be bound; what is the abyss, and 
how is his incarceration there effected? Where do we 
draw the line? What is the rule or system? 

These men are not asking foolish or. ignorant ques- 
tions; but when such passages are encountered in the 
Sunday-school lessons they look to the teacher, as the 
teacher looks to his advisers, for clear, reverent, bold 
utterance. 


One of the clearest visioned Bible students and 
teachers in America, Dr. C. I. Scofield himself, will 
answer this inquirer’s letter in next week’s issue of 
The Sunday School Times, which is to be a special 
“Religious Education Number.” This coming issue 
will be filled with good things, among which Dr. 
o> sane and satisfying answer will be a notable 
eature. 
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A Glimpse of the Nortons at Work 


Mrs. Norton throws open the office door at No. 15 Strand, and reads a batch of love letters 





ginning, and it was bound to succeed.” 

So spoke Mr. a of the Belgian Refu- 
gees’ Committee to one of our secretaries, when she 
was executing a commission at his office. The man 
who uttered these words regarding our work has had 
perhaps more to do with Belgians, both refugees and 
soldiers, since the beginning of the war, any 
other one man in England 

And when Peter, our apostle of the trenches and 
founder of the Ligue des Saintes Ecritures, came to 
London in March for his congé, and saw what was 
being done in our little offices his testimony was: 

By ~ it would succeed because it was the work 
re) ted 

{It was to this successful work that Ralph C. Nor- 
ton returned in May after nine months spent in the 
United States in arousing continued interest in the 
qeages of Belgian soldiers, and raising funds 
for the carrying on of the work. In a letter from 
London to the Editor, dated May 23, he said: 


As my telegram informed you, through the 
goodness of our Lord I reached London safely. 

The first day on the sea was somewhat rough, 
but after that we had most delightful weather. It 
was rather foggy and cloudy the last few days, but 
this, I think, is rather favorable in submarine zones. 
The trip was most eventful, and I wish I might 
describe it all to you, but I judge that would be 
unwise. We were constantly in the midst of 
danger the last day or two, but God carefully led 
us through all the perils of the sea. 

I have never had a more glorious time with the 
Lord than during those days. The first two or 
three days out the temptations were terrific, but 
this only drew me closer to the Lord, and I spent 

- much time in searching the blessed Word, and was 
continually sustained and comforted. I am con- 
fident that I learned some of the most valuable 
lessons in my life those first few days. The pas- 
sages of Scripture that God had given me before 
leaving America were again brought to my mind 
by the Holy Spirit, and each time this happened I 
was reassured that God would lead me safely 
through. While on the sea, additional passages 
came to reinforce those previously given. 

Sunday and Monday were the most perilous 
days, and my soul was filled with joy, particularly 
on Sunday. God brought to my mind then Isaiah 
54:17, “No weapon that is formed against thee 
shall prosper,” and on reading The Sunday. School 
Times I found that this too was one of the passages 
you had.used in one of the brief editorials about 
my return. I do not believe Scripture ever seemed 
more precious to me than during this voyage, and 
how I wish I could tell you of the rich experiences, 

* —but that will be impossible. 


“Ti IS a splendid work—I knew it from the be- 


An American Gunner Surrenders 


I had the joy of leading one of our American 
gunners to Christ, and he said that he had just 
been waiting for this time. Several other of our 
American gunners were deeply interested, and I 
hope that this boy may be used to lead his com- 
rades to the Master, as he had told them about 
his decision. There were also several other peo- 
ple on the boat with whom God was working. ... 

We reached. Liverpool early Tuesday morning, 
and Edith (Mrs. Norton) was on the dock to 
meet me. This, as you can readily understand, 
was one of the best meetings of all my life. We 
journeyed on to London that evening. God had 
in a most blessed way kept her'too, as she was in 
Liverpool from Friday till Tuesday morning, await- 
ing the arrival of the boat. 

The work here goes on most gloriously, and it 
is increasing in volume and interest. We have had 
several of our boys with us this week, and what 
wonderful stories they tell of the workings of 
God’s Spirit among their comrades! Many Belgian 
soldiers are now coming to London on furlough, 
and I am having the joy of daily distributing the 
Scriptures. 

I want you to assure all there of my deepest ap- 
preciation of their interest and prayers, and par- 
ticularly during this perilous journey. Also I 
would be glad if the readers of the Times could 
be thanked for their prayerful interest in our work, 
and their prayers for me on this journey.] 


Thousands of American friends have been follow- 
ing this work from its incipiency when, two years ago 
in June, we left American shores and crossed to 
England to represent The Sunday School Times as 
God might direct in the theater of war. 

Many of The Sunday School Times readers have 


How wonderfully God uses his Word in the hands 
faith-filled followers of his! You will be 
of this intimate glimpse of Mr. and Mrs Cc. 
Norton’s work among the Belgian soldiers, with 
the revealing of the soldier-heart in these distress- 
ing and soul-searching days. The Nortons and 
their personal workers in the trenches, and the 
lonely boys among whom they work,—one and all 
need your prayers day by day. ’ 





followed the work step by step from the time when, 
by the giving of one Gospel to a Belgian soldier, the 
hunger of the great mass of the Belgian army for 
the Word of God was discovered. — the first 
few months after the founding of the Ligue des 
Saintes Ecritures, while thousands of Belgian sol- 
diers were thronging the streets of London, the 
work was continued, and we were enabled to reach 
individual soldiers who in turn went back to the 
trenches to scatter the Word and spread the Ligue 
among their comrades. 

It was God’s own time to strike in the Belgian 
army. The thousands of soldiers who had revolted 
against their old superstitious faith, were seeking, in 
their hour of bitterest need and deepest suffering, the 
solace of a F pot religion. To them came the mes- 
sage of the Gospel, as the little books were scattered 
throughout the army, and in a way miraculous to re- 
late the whole army became cognizant of the work 
of the Ligue des Saintes Ecritures, Into-the gen- 
darmeries, or barracks of the military police, at the 
different army bases the work spread in a marked 
manner, Throughout hospitals in France and Bel- 
gium the work also was carried, and to the interned 
soldiers in Holland, among whom a real revival of 
religious interest had broken out. Even to. prison 
pain A in faraway Malta the good Word has been 
carried. 


The Christmas Boxes Start an Avalanche 


I might say, before telling of our present status, 

that at the close of the first year’s work there 
were times in which the writer of this article had 
written by her own hand fifty and more letters a 
day to the men at the Front, and that in the sum- 
mer of 1916, owing to a partial breakdown caused 
by this overwork and also by the need for an in- 
creased budget, we were led to return to America to 
spend some months, in telling the story and in fur- 
ther interesting friends in aiding the carrying on of 
our enterprise. After a very happy two months 
spent in attendance at different Bible conferences 
I returned alone to England where, since that time, 
the work has been carried on under my direction,— 
my husband remaining in America to interest friends 
in the ever-growing financial needs. 
, In September of 1916 I took our first secretary, a 
young woman with an almost perfect knowledge of 
French, who had been employed for the first year 
of the war by a Belgian Minister of State. In Octo- 
ber offices were taken, and in December a second 
secretary, as cOmpetent and consecrated as the first, 
was added to our little working force. When 
Christmas came and the ten thousand Christmas 
boxes despatched to the Front, such an avalanche of 
letters came pouring into our little offices that by 
the end of February we had taken three more sec- 
retaries, making our staff of workers five in all. 

These secretaries are busy daily: the hundreds of 
letters that are received each day are opened and 
first of all classified according to the different ap- 
peals. Form letters are sent to men who are per- 
haps writing for the first time, but every man re- 
ceives a personal answer, and no letter is sent out 
from the office without the mention of Christ, and an 
opportunity for him to join the Ligue des Saintes 
Ecritures, It may be he has only heard that we are 
kind to the Belgian soldier, and has obtained our 
address from some comrade. He may ask for any 
thing from a wife to a pocket lamp, or a razor 
(which one was careful to describe as “necessary for 
the beard”). 

Also we have been greatly indebted to societies 
such as the Religious Tract Society of London and 
the Drummond Tract Depot of Stirling, which keep 
us supplied with grants of French and Flemish book- 
lets and tracts. We have also had most invaluable 
grants of religious literature sent to us from Switzer- 
land and France. Friends in London and environs 
have been interested,—drawing-room -and church 
meetings have been held in which the work has been 
presented,—and so over here an ever-widening circle 
of friends for this work has been formed. 

No letter leaves our office without a little Gospel 
booklet being enclosed, and these brochures have been 


greatly prized at the Front. Over 8,000 members are 
now enrolled in the Ligue des Saintes Ecritures,— 
whose membership cards we hold. Probably 200,000 
copies of the Scriptures-have been scattered through- 
out the Belgian army. Groups of men throughout 
the army are meeting together for prayer and the 
reading of the Word. “With what you have done 
for us,” writes many a man, “you have really aided 
us in winning the war, for without this spiritual 
help we could never have continued, but must have 
given up in despair through our awful sufferings.” 

We have a corps of hundreds of active and con- 
stant workers at the Front, probably 500. We have 
the names and addresses of close to 250, and we 
know this does not comprise half of our regular 
workers. These men are continually writing for 
supplies of Testaments, and are enrolling their 
friends as members of the Ligue des Saintes Ecri- 
tures, seeking to win their comrades to the personal 
knowledge of Christ as Saviour, 


How He Found a “Second Mother’”’ 


Neither have we neglected the personal ministry 
which the first year we were abie to make such a 
prominent factor in our work. -Now only a very few 
men come to London on congé, but we are applying 
for congés continually for our men, and there is 
scarcely a week that passes but that we have one 
or two with us. 

Also we write to many Belgian soldiers who have 
addressed us out of their great misery, and have 
appealed to us for love and sympathy. Of one such 
I must make mention. His first letter came with a 
heartfelt appeal for a mother’s interest. In his let- 
ter, addressing me as such, he writes: 


Dear Mother: I was deeply touched to receive 
your venerable letter and by your proposal to take 
the place of my mother. 

I was born into the Catholic religion, but as I 
was cruelly deceived in it, I always, even from 
childhood, had a liking and admiration for your 
proud and noble faith, whose members were scat- 
tered and martyred. And now that my soul is in 
distress, now that my courage is failing from day 
to day because I have no friends or family and 
never even get a card from a friend, which would 
rejoice me a little, I trust myself to you, dear 
Mother. If you could only know how forsaken I 
feel at times so that I must often weep; but that 
is weakness, but what can you expect, my unhappy 
childhood will weigh on me all my life, and if I 
had not faith in our Saviour, who knows what I 
might have become? 

Fer my part, I am going to try to win all the lost 
souls I can, for there is much to do here at the 
Front, especially men whose faith is very weak and 
who are led astray by bad companions. Perhaps 
I shall find comfort in doing so, and it will help 
to strengthen me. 

How good it is to have been given a second 
mother who has given me a new life, for it seems 
to me that I have just been born again, since there 
is some one to take an interest in my joys and suf- 
ferings. Now. I think I shall have the strength to 
support suffering and sorrow without complaint, 
now that I have found some one who will give 
affection to a poor banished soldier who will do 
all in his power to show himself worthy of his new 
parents. 

Your faithful son before God, 
(Signed) GerorcEs VAN DER CRUYSSEN. 


There is another poor little lad, not yet out of his 
teens, who wrote to me from France, “Oh, I am so 
alone and miserable, would that you would permit 
me, dear Madame, to address you as my little Mother, 
—the name is so sweet.” 

What a wonderful thing it is to yield oneself to 
the boundless love of Christ and thus give Him the 
opportunity that He covets, to bring, through us, His 
own comfort to others. How amply have we been 
repaid by the loving devotion of our boys. Their 
devotion to the Master never fails, and amid all the 
sorrows and hardships which they have suffered this 
last cruel winter their faith and courage has not 
once flagged. Nor can we fail to be touched when 
one boy writes us concerning his own devotion to 
us, his spiritual parents: 


Dear Father and Mother: I have been spending 
a few odd hours doing some work at the little 
hotel at La Panne, where last year we met you 
when you visited the Front. I was helping out my 
little soldier’s pay by sweeping the floor in the 
hotel,—and on the first floor, as I was doing my 
work, I came opposite your sainted room, No. 7. 
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Mother, you would not believe it, but I had to stop 
sweeping and for so long I could do nothing but 
cry, as I thought of these happy hours we passed 
together last year. 


Then there is little Jules of whom I must speak. 
His first letter had come to us, asking for a small 
ift: this had been granted, and we wrote him at 
—— telling him of the Ligue des Saintes Ecritures 
and of the Lord Jesus who so loved him. The little 
fellow, only eighteen, very soon came to direct ac- 
ceptance of Christ, and in each letter which we would 
et from him he would always say, “Oh, dear 

onsieur and Madame, I have no longer fear of 
death.” 

Since the Sqgfaning of the war he had never had a 
congé, so in December one was arranged for him. 
Toward one o’clock in the morning I heard a knock 
at my hotel bedroom door; when I could answer the 
knock I found standing there the night porter and 
little Jules. His face was full of distress at the 
thought of so disturbing me, but he had not known 
where else to go. He was cordially grested and put 
} ay at his ease, and a room found for him for 

e night. 

The days that followed found him eagerly reach- 
ing out for more of the precious truth of Christ. 
It was early in his stay that I said to him, “Jules, 
do you ever hear from your parents?” His sensitive 
face flushed up with the intensity of his emotion. 
“Dear Madame, they were all shot at Liége,—father, 
mother, and my little brother.” And there in the 
Strand I turned and said: “Jules, you shall be my 
own little son,” and since that time I have been his 
chére petite mére. Back he went to the trenches, and 
there continues to witness and to live a life of trust- 
ful devotion to his ‘beloved Master. 


Blessing the ‘“‘Grand Blesses”’ 


This spring we have been enabled to send out a 
further gift of some 620 boxes of chocolate, each 
containing enclosures of Gospels and so forth, to 
the “grand blessés,’—in other words, the mutilated 
Belgian soldiers scattered throughout convalescent 
camps in France. We shall soon be hearing wonder- 
ful things from those gifts. 

We have also sent out to over 115 of our most 
faithful workers rain capes and articles of ‘apparel 
which will be of almost priceless value to them. 

The following letters represent the different types 
of correspondence in our day’s mail. What could be 
more wonderful than the following: 


Perhaps you will be greatly surprised when you 
receive this letter from one who is unknown to 
you. I am going to tell you how I conceived the 
idea to write to you. 

On coming back from a walk, I find on my table 
some books with the following titles: “La mort 
du Petit Tambour” (“The Death of the Little 
Drummer Boy”); “The ‘Ligue des Saintes Ecri- 
tures,’” “’L’Histoire du Général” (“The General’s 
Story”) and “New Testament.” I asked my friends 
who had put these books on my little table; no 
one can tell me. I wanted to throw them all into 
the fire, for, alas, for a long time I have turned 
away from Jesus. However, I had not the cour- 
age to burn them. I began to read,—it interested 
me; as I went on reading I felt happy, and content 
came into my heart, and I understood. Then I 
did not feel any more alone, and the faith of my 
youth has come back, 

I then found your address in the little book, 
and this is why I am writing to you that I may 
know more of this Jesus who was so much loved 
of the littlke Drummer Boy. Now when I return 
to the Front I shall have more courage and a full 
confidence in the goodness of the Jesus of the little 
Drummer Boy. 


The following is also a typical letter, and we re- 
ceive many of this kind: 


I come to thank you deeply for the little parcel 
which you have sent me from my “American 
friends.” 

I have received the cards of the Ligue des 
Saintes Ecritures, and shall give them to my com- 
rades, and three of them have already received a 
New Testament. I am enclosing to you my Ligue 
card, and would ask if you could send me a similar 
book, in order that I may be able, after the war, 
to instruct my little daughter, now aged nine, in 
the Holy Scriptures. I hope that my request will 
be favorably received by .you. 


And we often find a sentence like this, “I should 
be very happy to become a member of the Ligue des 
Saintes Ecritures, from which I hope to obtain faith 
in God whom I have neglected during the war. 
should also be glad to have some counsels in order 
that I may reach that faith which sprang from Jesus 
Christ before He died.” 

The extracts from the following three letters show 
the exceeding great hunger of these men: 


I have just received your letter, and I would 
ask you to send me some spiritual counsels to give 
to my friends. Many of us have evidently neg- 
lected our duties since the beginning of this sad 
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war, but it very often suffices just to refresh the 
memory of many and to speak to them of our 
beautiful and holy religion in order to revive in 
them the good Christian spirit of days past. This 
is the case of many of my friends who are so anx- 
ious for me to give them spiritual help. I have 
romised to satisfy them in a short time, and I 
pees to be able to do so soon when I have your 
s. 


And then again: 


I take the respectful yomage | to ask you if it is 
possible for you to send me the Holy Bible. 

For ten years I have been in complete ignorance, 
and it is only a few days that, happening to look 
at a little book dealing with religion, I began to 
understand. 

Since my internment at Harderwijk I have be- 
come quite another man, and I eagerly desire to 
read little books on religion, in order to get some 
comfort. and to raise my spirit which is sadly de- 
pressed. 

I hope, Monsieur Norton, that you will grant my 
request, for in this way you will comfort a poor 
soldier in exile, and father of a family. 


We often meet with a demand just like this: “Hav- 
ing read some passages in the Gospel according to 
St. John, which have given me a firm conviction 
toward God, I permit myself to ask yon for a Bible 
or a Testament, and I shall make it my duty to join 
the Protestant religion.” 

Also the following letter is touching: 


I thank you for the kind letter which you have 
just sent me, I should be very glad to have some 
information regarding the Protestant ‘religion. 

Must I confess it to you, put, until now, though 
I am twenty-seven years old, I really do not know 
whether I have any religion or not. I have read 
some of your little books, but I do not altogether 
understand them. I should like very much to have 
1 — and perhaps I shall be able to find the 

ruth. 


JULY 28, 1917 


This closing letter is from a man who for months 


has been one of our most devoted workers: 


Dear Friends: I received yesterday the New 
Testaments which you were kind enough to send 
me; also the Bible intended for myself, and I 
thank you sincerely for entrusting to me the dis- 
tribution of these little books. I did this with 
great joy, as judiciously as possible, and my first 
reward was seeing the recipients’ happy eagerness. 
I firmly believe that the good seed of the divine 
Word has fallen not upon stones or among thorns, 
but on the good ground where it will flourish. 

I was all the more happy in my distribution be- 
cause many of my soldiers told me, spontaneously, 
that since beginning to read the Gospel for the 
first time they felt a peculiar new feeling of well- 
being. Also, which is remarkable, others to whom 
I had none to give are doing their service with 
redoubled zeal, so as to earn what they consider 
as a favor—the gift of a New Testament. 

At tLe risk of seeming to lack modesty, I must 
tell you, that, aided by my ‘learning and my intel- 
lectual resources (advantages to which the pres- 
tige of my rank contributes a little), I gradually 
lead them to an understanding of the holy texts 
and try to awaken or simply to reawaken their 
hearts, where too often, alas! the love of Christ 
- has not till now found an echo. 

So I owe you many thanks for the sweet satis- 
faction I find in this work, and which is my most 
precious reward. 

I will send you in two or three days some names 
of men anxious to obtain the Gospel. 

As for myself, I find great happiness in re- 
reading the Bible, and I recall with admiration the 
words of a celebrated writer, Chateaubriand, I be- 
lieve, who said: “The majesty of the Scriptures 
astonishes me!” 


Thus continues a work of God than which we 
believe no greater has been accomplished among any 
of the combatants. 


Lonpon, Ene. 
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Does Sunday Preach the Atonement ? 
By Joseph Addison Richards 








The highest compliment is always paid to Billy Sunday when he preaches in “ liberal ” 


and “‘ modern ”’ communities. 


For then the religious leaders agree that he is a won- 


derful man, doing a wonderful work, and that the only “ fly in the ointment” is his 
old-fashioned, outworn, traditional theology. Praise God for Sunday’s old-fashioned 


theology ! 
God, our Substitute-Saviour. 


For it means that he is true to the shed blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of 
Remembering Sunday’s fidelity to the blood of Christ, 


it is the more interesting to follow Mr. Richards’ discerning discussion of the 
Scripturally authorized variety of ways by which this evangelist leads men to Christ. 


“What attitude does Billy Sunday take to the 

Atonement? How does he refer to the blood of 
Christ?” In answer, let me quote two incidental 
paragraphs from two different sermons: 


Sov people ask, and ask with deep concern, 


It is an entirely good Christian thing to give the 
down-and-outer a bath, a bed, and a job—it is an 
entirely Christian thing to establish and maintain 
schools and universities; but the road into the 
kingdom of God is not by the bathtub, the uni- 
versity, the gymnasium, or social service, but by 
the blood-red road of the Cross of Christ. 


And again: 


All the bloodhounds of hell may bay upon your 
track, but if you plunge into the stream that was 
drawn from Immanuel’s veins they will lose the 
scent and you are safe. 


True, these references are incidental, and Billy 
has preached many a sermon calculated to draw the 
sinner to Christ in which he has not mentioned 
Christ’s blood or His cross. And yet thousands have 
been saved, and scores and hundreds of them, I dare 
venture, who do not know anything about the virtue 
of the blood or the efficacy of the cross. These 
things will come later, as men and women who have 
truly come in contact with Christ learn from his 
Word the richness and fulness of his wonderful sal- 
vation. Billy Sunday is preaching Jesus, and Jesus 
as Son of God and Saviour; but there are so many 
ways to preach Christ from the Old Testament and 
the New that no single formula, phrase, method or 
approach is essential to declare the one universal 
fact that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of every one 
who will believe on Him. 

Listen to Jesus himself. Here comes haughty old 
Nicodemus who knew that he was a teacher come from 
God. Well, what does Jesus say? Why, you precious 
old philosopher, you—you know so little about spirit- 
ual things that you have actually got to be born again 


in order to understand the first principles of the life 
of the Spirit. 

And then he goes up into Samaria and meets a 
woman at a well. Does he say anything to her about 
being born again? N-. a bit of it, for she wasn’t 
priding herself on her Jewish lineage as old Nico- 
demus was. No, he said to her: “If you only 
knew who I am, and what the gift of God is, you 
would ask me for water that would slake that hellish 


thirst of yours for excitement that has brought you~ 


five husbands, and finally a man who is not your 
husband.” 

Again listen, while the Lord in the market-place 
cries out to the multitude: “Come unto me, all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” There is no word of new birth or of 
thirst-quenching in this appeal, just simply the one 
call to weary men to find Him what they most need 
at the end of a hard day. 

There may be a thousand roads to Jesus Christ, 
but once in Him a man will be glad to learn all about 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life. So Billy Sunday 
is preaching Jesus and getting many people to accept 
Him, accept Him very unintelligently, perhaps; but 
after that Miss Grace Saxe and others of the Sunday 
staff at once begin to teach the new-born—who per- 
haps does not know that he is new-born, does not 
know that he came by the way of the Cross and of 
the blood—just how precious this wondrous blood 
track is. 

What if Billy does call it the sawdust trail—if a 
man truly meets Jesus at the end of it he will learn 
of the blood marks and the nail prints and all the 
precious story. But for the sake of Him who died 
for all men, let the evangelist who knows Jesus in- 
troduc* Him in any way to all sorts of men—any way 
that dues no violence to the Word of God. 

No, perhaps Billy Sunday does not preach many 
doctrinal discourses, but he preaches a thousand and 
one personal facts about the sinner and the Saviour, 
and I for one have ceased to be concerned about the 
fact that I do not hear him press home in every mes- 
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LESSON FOR AUG 12 (2 Chronicles 34 : 1-13) 


sage the glory of the Atonement and of “The blood 
that speaketh better things than that of Abel.” 

What happens to the converts after Billy is gone,— 
whether they grow up into Christ, their living head; 
whether they learn of Him; whether they become His 
disciples; whether they grieve over the sins of their 
past life far more a year after they are saved than 
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they did when they gave their ‘heart to Christ and 
their hand to Billy Sunday; whether they learn to 
prize more and more each day the blood that bought 
them—all these are questions that the Christians of 
New York should be prepared to answer. These 
questions are distinctly up to us. 

New York City. 








Bringing Christ into “ Little Hell’ 


By Orin Crooker 





of Chicago. Killings have been so frequent in 

the heart of this Italian settlement that one 
prominent street intersection bears the name of 
‘Death Corner.” Even the children are hardened to 
the sight of murder. An observing individual pass- 
ing along the street the day following one of these 
vendetta outbreaks saw three curly-headed young- 
sters, the oldest not more than fiv- years of age, play- 
ing an interesting game. One of them waved a dis- 
carded table knife at his companion. The third came 
up as fast as his toddling legs would carry him. He 
pointed a stick at the first one. 

“Bocm! Boom”; he cried. Then all three gurgled 
in childish glee. It was such a splendid game—this 
make-believe of death! 

Two blocks distant from the grewsome center of 
this notorious slum district stands one of the 
branches of the Chicago Boys’ Club. It is in such 
locations as this that the organization in question 
finds a field of greatest usefulness. Already there 
are three such centers in established operation, some 
of them of a-dozen years’ standing. Five other con- 
gested locations have been picked for planting addi- 
tional branches as soon as possible. As. in the case 
of “Little Hell,” it is not to be expected that the 
youngsters now swarming their streets and alleys 
will spend all their lives in these surroundings. In 
the next generation many of them will spread through 
the great city, for Chicago, next to New York, is 
the nation’s most active “melting pot,” in which aliens 
are fused into American citizens. 3 

The Chicago Boys’ Club is distinctly religious in 
its aim and in its work. This one thing stamps it as 
different from so many works along similar lines. 
Its membership, which runs far into the hundreds, is 
entirely confined to street boys. For the most part 
they are boys of foreign parentage, hence of every 
creed and of every phase of Christian connection. 
In large numbers of cases they are of course without 
any religious affiliation. In the club houses of this 
splendid organization they meet—not a sectarian but 
simply .a religious atmosphere. It is in no wise ob- 
trusive, yet it is nevertheless real. Working on the 
idea that all boys are susceptible to moral and re- 
ligious influences the club supervisors find that these 
urchins, who range in age from four years upward, 
respond wonderfully. In the last decade hundreds of 
boys in each of the districts already entered have 
given themselves to Christ. Many of them have 
joined the church of their choice. Others have en- 
tered Christian service. 

The club in “Little Hell,” which is known as Club 
Number One, is typical in most ways of the others. 
It has numerous amusement and recreative features 
attractive to the heart of a boy. No pool or billiard 
tables are included in the equipment. These savor 
too much of the corner saloon. Needless to state, 
there are no card games. Unlike most clubs for boys 
more attention is paid to work than to play. In- 
dustrial features are emphasized more than athletics, 
although these have their place. These club houses 
are workshops more than playrooms. Industrial in- 
struction is given in carpentry, printing, drawing, 
modeling, painting and kindred trades and arts. The 
purpose of this training, however, is not to teach a 
trade. The various shops and classes keep the boys 
busy and their minds and hands employed. - Above 
all, this work induces industry and brings the boys 
under the close, personal influence of teachers who 
are strong Christian men and women of high 
ideals. 

It is, of course, the distinctly religious side of these 
clubs which is of most interest to Christian workers. 
Every effort is made in an unobtrusive way to bring 
Christ into the lives of these children of the slums. 
Too often does it appear that our churches neglect 
the opportunity offered them by the “submerged 
tenth.” The anomaly is often presented of the 
church moving out of a neighborhood which becomes 
“too populous.” For instance, within a half mile 
radius of the “Little Hell” club house there are only 
ten churches and missions, some of them small and 
struggling, to serve a population of scores of thou- 
sands. In this same region there are nearly two hun- 
= saloons. The epportunity for service is evi- 

ent. 


 B ITTLE HELL” is the “Black Hand” district 


For reaching boys in a religious way contact is 
usually first established through meetings held twice 
a week and at which something of interest to street 
boys is offered. By use of stereopticon, crayon, or 
other forms of illustration vivid appeal is made to 
the eye and ear as well as to the heart. The boys 
have a part in these meetings; all enter heartily into 
the song services and the Christian boys offer simple 
prayers. These are frequently quaint and ungram- 
matical, but always full of earnest and -sincere 
thought. In addition to these meetings short ser- 
vices are held after the industrial classes. Attend- 
ance is not compulsory, but the boys attend in large 
numbers. 

There is probably less diffidence on the part of the 
boys of the Chicago Boys’ Club in the matter of pub- 
lic prayer than there is in the best of young people’s 
meetings in our churches. Prayer comes naturally to 
a child if presented right. To listen to the prayers 
of these boys would open the eyes of many a sedate 
and well-groomed church worker. Not only have 
many of these boys learned to approach God in this 
way during the gospel meetings, but prayer has be- 
come a habit to them outside the club house. One 
of the boys whose life has been sweetened in this 
way is reported to have been forced from early years 
to carry beer for his parents from near-by saloons. 
After he became converted he always went upon such 
errands with a protest in his heart. One day while 
the beer was being drawn for him he bowed his head 
over the bar and offered this prayer: “O Lord, the 
devil is getting a lot of father’s nickels, but with 
your help he won’t ever get any of mine.” 

Bible classes are also part of the regular work 
of these clubs. Branches Two and Three maintain 
vacation Bible schools. A supervisor of one of the 
clubs relates that two years ago one of the converted 
boys belonging to his department came to him and 
said he would like to ask him some questions about 
the Gospel of Matthew. The unusual nature of the 
inquiries aroused the supervisor’s curiosity and he 
questioned the lad. 

“Well,” was the reply, “the other boys on my street 
don’t have a club to go to and so I thought I would 
start a Bible class for them.” 

“Have you begun yet?” 

“Yes. Quite a while ago.” 

“How many are in it?” 

* “Twelve.” 

“Where do you meet?” 

“On the roof of-an old shed.” 

This Bible class, at the time this account was writ- 
ten, was still flourishing, Eight of the twelve have 
joined the Chicago Boys’ Club and all of these are 
now professing Christians. 

Instances somewhat similar to the foregoing are com- 
mon enough—so frequent, indeed, as to be expected 
by the workers themselves as part of the regular 
routine results from month to month. No “catch 
my pal” movement needs to be inaugurated among 
these boys! But it has been a surprise to find how 
effective have been the stories of their Christian ex- 
periences when told by the boys themselves from the 
platforms of churches in the less congested and more 
fortunate sections of Chicago. In simple, boyish 
language groups of boys have told of the power of 
Christ in changing their lives and helping them to 
right living day by day. The perfect naturalness of 
these statements has lent impressiveness. 

At the Sunday-school service of the First Baptist 
Church in Evanston, where five hundred were gath- 
ered, about thirty-five came for. rd at the close of 
the boys’ testimonies. Many of these have since been 
baptized into the church. At a meeting held at the 
Y. M. C. A. in the same suburb about forty men and 
boys signified their desire to become Christians. At 
the Chicago Lawn Presbyterian Church five boys 
were converted, and these five won eleven other boys 
the same week. So the bringing of Christ into 
“Little Hell” and into the other communities blessed 
by branches of the Chicago Boys’’Club has been the 
means of converting scores of men and boys—num- 
bers of the gentler sex also—in some of the most 
substantial churches in the so-called “respectable” 
parts of the city. 

These meetings in other. parts of Chicago have 
been in some measure an expression of the mission- 
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ary zeal which has been created among the Chris- 
tian members of these clubs. Down in “Little Hell” 
a returned missionary told the boys not long ago 
about the millions of boys indands where the name 
of Jesus is not known. Next day while the super- 
visor sat at work in his little office there came a 
patter of feet along the walk and an urgent pound- 
ing on the street door. In response to a welcoming 
hail the door opened slightly and a tiny urchin wrig- 
gled through the crack. It was one of the Italian 
members of the club. His fingers clutched a penny 
which he thrust unceremoniously into the super- 
visor’s hand. 

“For de missionaries,” he said. Then he slipped 
through the crack of the door and vanished in the 
dingy byways of the slum. 

Volumes might be written of the transformation 
wrought in the-lives of individual boys since Christ 
has been brought into “Little Hell” and the other con- 
gested districts favored by these clubs. Twelve years 
ago a family of eleven were living in four small, 
dark rooms in a ramshackle tenement building on 
La Salle street. In this family was a ragged urchin 
of nine. The streets were his playground. He stood 
every chance of getting acquainted with delinquents 
and criminals, and small chance of coming under in- 
fluences which would ennoble his life. One night he 
stuck his head in at a door of the Chicago Boys’ 
Club—it was then located down in the city. He 
entered, took a turn at the games and came again. 
He kept coming. He attended the gospel meetings. 
Eventually the club secured him a position. All that 
he earned went to the support of his younger 
brothers and sisters. At last, with his increase of 
salary, the family left the tenement and went to a 
respectable residence district on the west side. The 
boy, now twenty-one, has a substantial position with 
one of the largest corporations in Chicago. He 


- thanks the day that as a ragged urchin he stuck his 


head in the door of the Chicago Boys’ Club. , 

Another boy was running with a dangerous gang 
when a more powerful gang—the Chicago Boys’ 
Club—got hold of him and won him over. He has 
been an active member of the organization for some 
years, and long ago consecrated his life to Christ. 
At present he is fired with a desire for a college edu- 
cation and is working manfully to this end. His two 
brothers, with whom the club failed to establish con- 
oe have missed the goal of commendable man- 

ood. 

More remarkable still, however, is the testimony of 
John Pishotta. John is one of sixteen children, born 
of Italian parents. Naturally the family is poor and 
resides in a neighborhood which is among the worst. 
John first came into the Club down in “Little Hell” 
some five years ago. Since then he has completed 
high school. Here is what he says in his own words: 
“If any club has ever helped any boy, this one has 
helped me. It has picked me from the street life 
of a bum, which I would have been, and set me on the 
path of a Christian life. It has not only started me, 
but it has even helped me live a pure life as Christ 
would «want me to live. It has not only helped me, 
but it has helped many other boys, who would have 
been nothing but street toughs, such as are common 
enough in any neighborhood. Two of us boys are 
planning to be missionaries; another an evangelist. 
If it had not been for the club, I would be a useless, 
good-for-nothing, smoking, chewing boy.” 

_John’s testimony is far from polished, but it is 
sincere. 


Hoopeston, IL. 





Kentucky Sunday - Schools 
Plan War-Time Service 


By the Rev. George A. Joplin 


T A MEETING of the State Executive Com- 

mittee of the Kentucky Sunday School Associa- 

tion it was unanimously voted to establish a 
Department to be called “The Army and Navy De- 
partment of the Kentucky Sunday School Associa- 
tion,” to be in operation so long as the present war 
may make it necessary. The next day the plans 
were placed before the Executive Committee of the 
Men’s Federation of the Churches of Louisville, 
which represents some fifteen thousand men, and re- 
ceived the unanimous and most hearty endorsement, 
with the agreement to co-operate in every way pos- 
sible to make the plans most effective. Since then a 
number of groups of business men and several min- 
isterial associations have approved the purpose and 
plans. The Association is having printed matter 
prepared for general distribution, and expects in a 
short time to have the Department in perfect work- 
ing order. A number of pastors and Christian 
workers have agreed to take their vacations in visit- 
ing communities and helping in the organization. 


(Continued on page 42}, 
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LESSON 7.. AUGUST 12. JOSIAH’S GOOD REIGN 


2 Chronicles 34 : 1-13. Commit verses 2, 3 
Golden Text.—Remember also thy Creator in the days of thy youth.—Ecclesiastes 12 : 1 





The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


EE how many members of your class can name 

any ancestor of whom they are proud. Point 

out what a blessing it is to have ancestors whose 
names and records are honorable. Then quote this 
sentence to your-elass,—a sentence that the late Dr. 
H. Clay Trumbull used to be fond of using: “The 
question for you, young man, is not whether you are 
proud of your grandfather, but whether your grand- 
father would be proud of you.” 

Josiah had ancestors that he could well be proud 
of. His grandfather Manasseh, after his great fail- 
ure as a king, consecrated the closing years of his 
life to God. His great-grandfather Hezekiah was 
one of the outstanding figures in the best life of 
Judah. And, above these, David himself was an 
ancestor of losiah; and David’s is one of the great 
names in all history. But a better fact in the life 
of Josiah than these wonderful “grandfathers” was, 
not merely that he was proud of them, but that thcy 
could rightly be proud of him. 


Our Background Material 


Both Zephaniah and Jeremiah prophesied in the 
reign of Josiah, as Dr. Griffith Thomas shows in his 
“Parallel Passages.” With the help of a Bible Dic- 
tionary or such introductions to books as are given 
in the Scofield Reference Bible, tell the class a little 
about these prophets. By reading at least partially in 
their books of prophecy, before Sunday, you can give 
the class a glimpse of their messages. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

To have heavy responsibilities very early in life 
does not necessarily mean disaster. or Manasseh, 
“it went to his head”; but not so for Josiah; and he 
Started reigning four years younger than Manasseh. 

How pr gam J a child be before he can give him- 
self whole-heartedly to God and the service of God? 
Let the class discuss this. Dare any one set an age 
limit,—or rather a youth limit? At sixteen Josiah 
“had a definite religious experience,” as Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 2) puts it. What is it to have “a defi- 
nite religious experience”? Have the class discuss 
this. Ought every one to have such an experience? 
Yes, if we understand it in the right way. It does 
not necessarily mean emotion, or ecstasy, or even 
deep feeling; but it is a definite religious experience 
when one surrenders the control of his life com- 
pletely, unreservedly, and forever to the mastery of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, having first accepted Him as 
Saviour. Has every one in our class had this “defi- 
nite religious experience”? 

What were “the ways of David his father” in which 
Josiah walked? (v. 2.) Did David never do any- 
thing wrong? Why was David called a man after 
God’s own heart? (Acts 13: 22; 1 Sam. 13:14.) How 
could this be said of David‘in view of his sins? 
Was it not because his heart of belief toward God 
as his Lord and Saviour never wavered? When he 
did sin, he made full confession, in complete re- 
pentance, and counted upon God for forgiveness and 
restoration. His life as a whole was one of signal 
devotion to God. So was Josiah’s. 

What good influences helped to start Josiah right? 
Let the class discuss this. Then give the points 
brought out by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1); Mr. 
Ridgway (1). It has been suggested that the earliest 
memory of the child king Josiah may have been of 
his grandfather Manasseh’s repentance, thus influenc- 
ing his whole life. Get the views of the class on 
why it is better to begin serving God early in life. 
Then use the striking illustration of the candles 
(Round Tabie, 3), testing the class with the ques- 
tion there described. Actual candles can be used, or 
a sketch can be drawn of them. Another striking 
illustration, from the experience of the lost horse, is 
given in the Round Table (5). Pucker’s class saw 
the point from the advantage of a quick start in a 
race (Mr. Rogers, 1). A heathen mother gave a 
keen reason for taking her five-year-old child from 
a missionary school (Round Table, 1). Reasons that 
a Sunday-school class of Jewish girls in the East 
gave for commencing to serve God early in life are 
given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 5). That a twelve- 
year-old boy can work with great effectiveness for 
Christ is shown in an unusual illustration from the 
mission field (Round Table, 4). 

Ought Josiah to have started in cleaning up the 
land earlier than he did?—he waited until he was 





1 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign; and 
he reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem. 2 And he 
did that which was right in the eyes of Jehovah, and 
walked in the ways of David his father, and turned not 
aside to the right hand or to the left. 3 For in the eighth 
year of his reign, while he was yet young, he began to 
seek after the God of David his father; and in the twelfth 
year he began to purge Judah-and Jerusalem from the high 
places, and the Asherim, and the graven images, and the 
molten images. 4 And they brake down the altars of the 
Baalim in his presence; and the sun-images that were on 
high above them he hewed down; and the Asherim, and 
the graven images, and the molten images, he brake in 
pieces, and made dust of them, and strewed it upon the 
graves of them that had sacrificed unto them. 5 And he 
burnt the bones of the priests upon their altars, and purged 
Judah and Jerusalem. 6 And so did he in the cities of 
Manasseh and Ephraim and Simeon, even unto Naphtali, 
1in their ruins round about. 7 And he brake down the 
altars, and beat the Asherim and the graven images into 
powder, and hewed down all the sun-images throughout 
all the land of Israel, and returned to Jerusalem. 

8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had 
purged the land and the house, he sent Shaphan the son 
of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and 
Joah the son of Joahaz the * recorder, to repair the house 
of Jehovah his God. 9 And they came to Hilkiah the high 
priest, and delivered the money that was brought into the 
house of God, which the Levites, the keepers of the thresh- 
old, had gathered of the hand of Manasseh and Ephraim, 
and of all the remnant of Israel, and of all Judah and 
Benjamin, *and of the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 And 
they delivered it into the hand of the workmen that had 
the oversight of the house of Jehovah; and ‘the workmen 
that wrought in the house of Jehovah gave it to mend 
and repair the house: 11 even to the carpenters and to the 
builders gave they it, to buy hewn stone, and timber for 
couplings, and to make beams for the houses which the 
kings of Judah had destroyed. 12 And the men did the 
work faithfully: and the overseers of them were Jahath 
and Obadiah, the Levites, of the sons of Merari: and Zech- 
ariah and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, ® to 
set it forward; and others of the Levites, all that were 
skilful with instruments of;music. 13 Also they were over 
the bearers of burdens, and set forward all that did the 
work in every manner of service: and of the Levites there 
were scribes, and officers, and porters. 

1Or, as otherwise read, with their axes The Hebrew 
is obscure. *Or, chronicler * Another reading is, and 
they returned to Jerusalem. ‘Or, they gave it to the 
workmen &c. See 2 K. 22.5. 5Or, to preside over it «+ 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, 
by Thomas Nelson Sons 








twenty. Perhaps he was exemplifying the truth of 
the last clause of Isaiah 28:16. If he had “rushed” 
the work of reformation it might have been super- 
ficially done, instead of vigorously and thoroughly. 

What are the six abominations that Josiah cleansed 
out of the land? (see verses 3 and 4.) Explain these, 
as far as is necessary, to the class; they are com- 
mented on by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3). 

Was it a vindictive spirit that Josiah showed when 
he made dust of the broken images and strewed it 
on the graves of those who had been idolatrous wor- 
shipers? And when he burnt the bones of the priests 
upon their altars? Why was he so drastic and 
“extreme”? One reason for his action is given by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 4); the same, matter is dis- 
cussed by Dr. Mackie (1). 

Josiah did not stop with his own land of Judah, 
but pushed on through the whole land of Israel in 
his purging and cleansing. We cannot be too thor- 
ough in God’s service. 

His piety was not a vague, indefinite, haphazard 
sort of thing; it was tremendously systematic and 
methodical; this comes out strongly in his treatment 
of the house of God. First he cleaned it thoroughly 
(v. 8) ; then he set to work to have it repaired. High 
officials were commissioned to this work. 

Anything like this costs money; and a systematic 
collection of money seems to have been made for it, 
extending throughout both Judah and Israel (v. 9). 
Real religion and giving money to God go together, 
Mr. Ridgway (3) points out. An effective illustra- 
tion of the gain of system as a vital part of our 
Christian life and duty is given by Miss Frederick 
(1); and a good illustration to use in any class, on 
the beautifying of “God’s house as the great artist 
Michael Angelo did it, is given by Mrs. Bryner. 

Note how repeatedly the words “and Jerusalem” 
occur in this lesson. The work was not done only 
in the country at large, but Jerusalem was its center, 
just as the Gospel is “to be preached in his name unto 
all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem” (Luke 
24:47). “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem,” cries the 
Psalmist; “they shall prosper that love thee” (Psalm 
122:6). Jerusalem has a very central place in the 
heart and love of God; and it will yet have a central 
place in the life of the world. 


The Truth that Is Golden 
One child whose life is set whole-heartedly in the 









direction of God can bless a nation, or a world. A 
certain church had a “dull year”; no conversions,— 
none, that is, except one small boy. He was referred 
to as “wee. Bobby Moffat.” But tell the class the 
thrilling story of what came of wee Bobby’s conver- 
sion; it is given in the Round Table (2). When 
God gets the right of- way in any human life, the 
ability or so-called opportunities of that life do not 
determine the outcome; that is determined by the 
measureless omnipotence and the infinite resources 
of God. How gloriously worth our while it is to 
turn over to God all that we have and all that we 
are. Life will then become a thrilling experience of 
eternal adventures, 

Teaching Points 

Josiah evidently did not believe that he had to 
pass through a period of “sowing his wild oats.” 
Nor does any young man have to experience it. It 
is a devilish, hell-born lie that sowing wild oats is 
necessary or advantageous. Just as reasonably 
should a young man deliberately get himself infected 
with tuberculosis, cancer, leprosy, and every possible 
disease, so that later on he may know by experience 
just what they are. And hope thereby to have a 
strong, capable body and life! So of sin,—except 
that sin is infinitely worse than the worst bodily 
disease. 

Josiah believed in being “on the job” in person; 
he did not merely delegate -his work. The altars of 
on — were broken down “in his presence” 

v. 4). 

God must ‘necessarily destroy that which per- 
sistently and permanently resists and rejects him. 
That was the meaning of the “drastic” destruction 
of these abominations, and the connecting of their 
dust with the graves of their former worshipers. The 
destruction of sin, and of all that insist upon being 
permanently identified with sin, is the only safe 
thing God can do. 

It is a mark of real religion to become one of the 
“So-dids” (Mr. Ridgway, 2) 

The case of the stray dog on the baseball field, 
described by Mr. Howard (From the Platform) 
shows what Josiah was not. 

It is our duty, as Dr. H. Clay Trumbull used to 
say, to “make the past a success.” Our faithfulness 
makes successful the lives and hopes of our fathers. 

Unless the spiritual life and practical righteousness 
go together, there is a hitch somewhere. There was 
none in Josiah’s case. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Is it possible to walk to-day without turning to the 
right hand or to the left in known sin? 

What makes sin attractive to us, as it had been to 
Judah? 

Why does not God want graven images made even 
in honor of himself? 

What is the proof of real religion in a young life? 
Get the views of the class; then give them the an- 
swer of Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 6). 

Why should we gladly give money to the Lord? 

What portion of our money is it right to spend 
on ourselves without any reference to God? 

Would God have approved special. “church sales” 
or bazaars to raise money to put his house in repair 
at that time? Are church fairs a good thing to-day? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
Finding the Book of the Law (2 Chronicles 4: 14-33). 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 


suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


House-cleaning often turns up things that were 
greatly needed, and that never ought to have been 
lost. The cleaning of the house of God led to this; 
and Josiah came into possession of a wonderful book 
that had long been lost. When he found the book, 
he obeyed the book. What it was, and what he did 
with it, make up this wonderful lesson. : 


What part cf our Bible was found at this time? 

How do we know that the book of the law was 
written by Moses? 

Why was the king terribly distressed when he had 
heard the words of the book? 

Why was a woman consulted? 


How did Josiah continue to show his thorough- 
going devotion to the Word of God? 


What great tribute to the God-given influence of 
Josiah is found at the close of this lesson? 


PHILADELPHIA. 








LESSON FOR AUG I2 (2 Chronicles 34 : 1-13) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—Josiah was the last of the good kings 
of Judah and lived about sixty years after Hezekiah, 
with Manasseh and Amon in between. He was younger 
even than Manasseh in beginning his reign. Manasseh 
was succeeded by Amon, who reigned only two years, 
following his father’s sinful ways, without his fa- 
ther’s repentance. He was slain by his own ser- 
vants (2 Kings 21:19-26; 2 Chron. © 33: 21-25). 

Time.—Josiah commenced to reign in 638 B. C. 


Parallel Passages.—2 Kings 22 and 23. Also the 
book of Zephaniah (1:1). Jeremiah began to 
prophesy in this reign (Jer. 1: 2, 6, 7). 

Books on the Lesson.—For all geographical matters 
connected ‘with Palestine, see Smith, “Students’ Illus- 
trated Historical Geography of the Holy Land 
(The Sunday School Times Company, 75 cents). The 

Pulpit Commentary on Chronicles” contains useful 
suggestions (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, $2). 


lL. The Message of the Lesson 

Seeking God (vs. 1, 2). The boy king seems to 
have been surrounded with good influences, due 
robably to his mother, Jedidah (2 Kings 22: 1). 

erhaps, too, Jeremiah, Zephaniah, and oth 
prophets helped in this work. The description (v. 2) 
of his life in general is particularly impressive; he 
did what was right in the eyes of God; he followed 
the example of his great ancestor David and did not 
swerve in any direction (Deut. 5:32). The refer- 
ence to David as “his father” is in striking contrast 
with the evil life of his own father, Amon. (1) 

Shunning Evil (vs. 3-7). Until his sixteenth year 
Josiah would, of course, do little or nothing in con- 
nection with national affairs, but at that time he had 
a definite religious experience which influenced the 
whole of his future life. Once again reference is 
made to “David his father,” another illustration of 
the reality of the youthful life. And when he was 
twenty (v. 3), he began definitely to act along the 
lines which his own religious experiences and con- 
victions directed. (2) E 

Jeremiah helped in this connection (Jer. 1:2), 
and the first thing necessary was to purify Jerusalem, 
and the temple in particular, from the results of the 
idolatry of his father (v. 4; 33:22). The altars of 
the heathen gods (Baalim) were broken down under 
his personal superintendence. The images of the 
sun were hewn down (2 Kings 23:11). The groves 
(Asherim) with the graven image of the goddess 
Asherah were broken in pieces (2° Kings 23:8), even 
to dust (Exod. 32:20), together with other images, 
and he went so far as to remove bones from burial 
places and have them burnt (2 Kings 23: 13-20). (3) | 

It is thought that he was led to decide on this 
drastic action because of the danger of continued 
idolatry. The people on seeing the bones burnt on 
the altars would regard the places as defiled and 
would thus be prevented from worshiping thefe 
again. It is also possible that the priests of Baal who 
were alive would be horrified by this action, in view 
of their belief that spirits after death were in some 
way affected by any treatment given to their bodies. 
This reformation of the king extended even to the 
northern territory outside Judah (v. 6). After the 
captivity of Israel by Assyria, it would seem as 
though Judah had some control in the north, especi- 
ally as the power of Assyria grew weaker. All this 
action would mark the idolatry with dishonor. (4) 


Serving God (vs. 8-13). Then at the age of 
twenty-six (v. 8), he took the next step necessary 
and set to work to repair the house of God. This 
was the year of the Passover (2 Chron. 35:19), and 
Jeremiah, who had now been prophesying. for a few 
years, was doubtless a real help to the king. The 
civil officers (v. 8) became associated with the eccle- 
siastical leaders (v. 9) and together they worked and 
got others to work until everything was accomplished. 
Shaphan was a scribe (2 Kings 22:3) and the 
“recorder” was some state historian. Hilkiah, the 
high priest, will come very prominently in the next 
lesson. It would appear that all heathen religion 
came to an end for the remainder of Josiah’s reign. 
It is clear that Josiah found the institutions of the 
Mosaic law in existence, from the reference to the 
Levitical doorkeepers, and also the reorganization of 
these institutions by David, as seen in-the reference 
to music (v. 12). The couplings (v. 11) were beams. 
Merari (v. 12) was the son of Levi (Gen. 46:11), 
and Kohath another son (Exod. 6: 16). 


Il. The Heart of the Lesson 


It is a striking instance of what used to be called, 
and is still worthy of being termed, “early piety.” 


1. Its Possibility. We must never doubt for an 


instant the possibility of serving God from the. earli- 
Facts in Scripture and outside prove this 


est years. 
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beyond all doubt. Even the surroundings in which 
Josiah found himself after his father’s terrible reign 
show that circumstances do not and cannot settle 
character. Heredity and early influences are mighty, 
but the presence o 
are mightier still, and prove that under all circum- 
stances it is possible to be true to God. : 


2. Its Persuasiveness. There are many reasons 
why we should commence to serve God early in life. 
An old book has the beautiful title, “Persuasives to 
Early Piety.” Dr. Mackie in The Sunday School 
Times, 1911, p. 327, tells of a Sunday-school class of 
Jewish girls in the East, who were asked why it 
was best to give the Lord our hearts in the days of 
youth. They replied with three reasons: (1) Be- 
cause it is easiest then, for the heart has not been 
made hard by the world; (2) It is noblest then, be- 
cause of all the time available for serving God; (3) 
It is wisest then, because we can never tell how long 
we are going to live. Recent scientific works on this 
subject show that conversions to God occur most 
frequently in early days, and less and less frequently 
as years go on. Thus Josiah at sixteen would be 
at a momentous period, a time of real decision. 
“Standing with reluctant feet, where the brook and 
river meet.” (5) 

3. Its Power. There’s no phrase so fine as “man of 
God,” including the two elements of manliness and 
godliness. There was nothing weak, trivial, un- 
worthy, unmanly, about Josiah, and there is nothing 
of this sort in genuine spiritual life (1 Tim. 6:11; 
2 Tim. 3:17). 

4. Its Protection. The supreme value of_an early 
beginning in the Christian life is that it provides the 
soul with the blessing and power of habit, and thus 
it becomes more and more easy to face temptations 
and to do that which is right. When the mind and 
heart are easily ready to receive God’s impressions, 
they become strengthened and protected against the 
inroads of evil. 

5. Its Proof. It is often asked by those who are 
concerned what should be the marks of genuine re- 
ligion in a‘boy or girl, especially because it is ob- 
viously impossible to expect from them the deep, 
full experience of adult life. The answer is a very 
simple one. Early piety consists, like Josiah’s, in just 
these features: resisting evil and doing right, be- 
cause of a consciousness of the presence of God. 
When these mark the life, there can be very little 
doubt that there is a genuine spiritual life. (6) 

6. Its Permanence. With one exception towards 
the end of his life, when Josiah evidently made a 
mistake (35: 20-24), this godliness marked the whole 
of his career, and it is particularly striking to notice 
the points of time recorded about him, first at six- 
teen (34:3), then at twenty (34:3), then at twenty- 
six (34:8). 

Ill. The Lesson Outlined 

1. Seeking God (vs. 1, 2; Eccl. 12: 1-7). 

2. Shunning Evil (vs. 3-7; Luke 19: 41-48). 

3. Serving God (vs. 8-13; Psalm 93). 


IV. Leading Questions 


1. Find other instances of references to little 
children in great positions (1 Sam. 2:18; 2 Chron. 
24:1; see Eccl. 4: 13). 

_2. What is the precise meaning of “neither to the 
right hand, or to the left”? (Deut. 17:11; Josh. 
1:7; Prov. 4: 27.) 

3. What were some of the ways of David which 
Josiah doubtless followed? 


Ree did Josiah begin his work and why was 
this: 


5. What prophecy did the action of Josiah fulfil? 
(v. 5; 1 Kings 13:2; 2 Kings 23:15, 16.) 

6. What place and work had God given to the 
Levites? (Num. 1.) 


7. What knowledge of music in the temple is found 
before this time? (1 Chron. 25:1.) 


8. Why did the temple need repair? (33: 22.) 
Wycuirre CoLLece, Toronto. 


we 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
The Prince and the Bunch.—He did that which was 


right (v. 2). Here is a good boy who had bad 
parents. How did he come to be so good? Was it 
because of the boys he grew up with? The boys 


who belonged to his archery corps, discus team, and 
chariot club may have been Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Na- 
hum, and Jeremiah. Very much of the character of 
any boy depends upon those he runs with. Every 
college official knows where to look for certain stu- 
dents. For some he would go to booze rooms and 
pool parlors. For others to debating clubs and Y. M. 
C. A. functions. And everybody knows the kind of 
fellows “hung up” at each place (2 Sam. 23:6; Rom. 
14:19). Some parents are very careful about nurses, 
governesses, tutors for the precious boy. And this 





God and the power of his grace. 
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is all very well. But give him a pocket full 6f money 
and send him off to college without any religious 


backbone and it’s “good-bye, John,” for that hand- 
picked boy. For the gilded youth of the Rich-Daddy 


Club are waiting for the hothouse groan See. And 
what they will do for the prince will powder the hair 
and hollow the cheek for the doting home folks. 


And contrariwise for the fellow who falls among 
prophets in the sapling. A father may not “take 
much stock in this religious Billy Sunday business,” 
and never darken a church door—and boast of the 
fact. Yet if his Jack at school falls into church, 
Sunday-school and Y. M. C. A. ‘influences, Dad doesn’t 
have to worry about female minstrel troupes, bird 
and bottle parties, and the other devil traps that 
catch and ruin college princes every year. (1) 


Beginning Early.—/n the twelfth year he began to 
purge Judah and Jerusalem (v. 3). To our Western 
notions twenty seems a little young for a reformer 
to begin his work. But you may remember that at 
twelve Jesus began to explore for his great work of 
reform (Luke 2:42, 46). There is a great differ- 
ence in youth. Some men seem never to have been 
boys. And we all know some men who are always 
boys. I am one of that sort, I guess. Whether this 
bubbling, sans souci, full-o’-fun disposition is a good 
thing or not outside of Sunday-school activities I 
can’t just say. I do know that after the party they 
say to me, “You ought to be ashamed to carry on that 
way. You forget you are no longer a boy.” Yes, I 
forget. Well, the first thing this serious-minded 
king did was to clean up the town and nation. He 
eet the lid on. The saloons had to shut up. The red 
ights had to go out. Grafting had to stop. No 
doubt gamblers, toughs, and the underworld thought, 
said, and did in Jerusalem then what they think, say, 
and do in American cities when a réform adminis- 
tration tries to do some “purging.” Outside of some 
inventions and the purging out of servitude by the 
power of Christianity, the world is pretty much the 
same as it has always been. Josiah was of the same 
phi as all: subsequent reformers, only he ripened 
earlier. 


The ‘“So-Dids.”—And so did he (v. 6). Notice, 
so pip he. Didn’t just talk about it and pass ordi- 
ances and laws. But so pip and did not come back 
home until he had finished the job. Which proves 
earnestness and determination (Eccl. 9:10). I am 
coming down the Hudson River on the New York 
Central. I am admiring the magnificent mountains 
that rise from the river’s edge to the clouds. I did 
not realize how high these Catskills were until that 
passenger train on the West Shore came speeding 
north. The long train looks like a little worm of 
some sort with a white plume waving over its head. 
And so in this reform of Josiah we don’t realize its 
height .and grandeur until the next miserable reign 
comes worming along at the foot of it. The so-pip 
man, the so-p1p firm, the so-p1p nation towers so high 
about the Did-at-it sort they touch the sky. We 
build monuments to the so-pips, overwhelm them 
with riches and enshrine them in history. Greece 
SO DID in art and letters and her glory lives forever. 
Henry Ford so pip in the “universal car” and the 
world multiplies the millions for him. George 
Washington so pip and it is a poor city and a poor 
park and a poor art gallery his portrait does not or- 
nament. Jesus of Nazareth so pip and upon him is 
the world’s everlasting love, honor, and devotion 
(John 6:38; Mark 3:35). (2) 


Thrift and Goodness.—They . . . delivered the 
money that was brought into the house of God (v. 
Gg). Joash’s patent single-slot cash register seems 
to have been in good working order during Josiah’s 
administration. There is a mighty close connection 
between good morals and a money-box with a slit in 
it (2 Kings 12:9). When we can get one of our 
young men at the shop to begin to care for his 
money he at once begins to care for his habits. 
After a while he gets the “home-of-my-own” bee a 
buzzin’ in his bonnet. Then we have gained a very 
desirable workman and the town a splendid citizen. 
If in addition to this we can land him in the king- 
dom, and we usually can, for Thrift is a fine John 
the Baptist, we have the kind of a mill man that has 
made old Coatesville famous. The people of Jeru- 
salem had given liberally, as people always do when 
the cause is good and the leaders genuine and in 
earnest. From that day to this does any one know 
of a movement to build a cathedral in the middle 
ages, or a church in a later age, or a Y. M. C. A. in 
the present age, that did not go through with a will? 
God made us all alike (Psa. 33: 13-15). And the 
race no more changes its nature than the vine and 
the fig-tree. When we are cultivated by good hus- 
bandmen we gladly give up of our substance to bless 
the world. (3) ~ 

COATESVILLE, PA. 


When a keen-eyed Arabic scholar has journeyed 
over the Desert of the Exodus until he knows it, you 
welcome a book by him,—such as Dr. Hoskins’ “From 
the Nile to Nebo,” with its eighty-five illustrations. 
Will you ask your bookseller? Or send $3.00 to The 
Sunday School Times Company? 
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The Illustration Round - Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit iNustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 


Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a h t than 


tter Pp 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Sure to Remember.—Remember also 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth 
(Golden Text). A heathen mother 
took her five-year-old child from the 
missionary’s school, and when asked 
why, replied, “If she were older I 
would let her stay, and she would for- 
get your teachings, but at her age she 
will never forget.”"—From The Exposi- 
tor. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolge- 
ville, N. ¥Y. (1) 


His Greatest Year’s Work.—Remem- 
ber also thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth (Golden Text). It had been a 
dull year in the church where Moffat 
was converted. The deacons finally 
said to the old pastor: “We love you, 
pastor, but don’t you think you had bet- 
ter resign? There hasn’t been a con- 
vert this year.” “Yes,” he replied, “it 
has been a dull year—sadly dull to me. 
Yet I mind me that on did come, wee 
Bobby Moffat. But he is so wee a bairn 
that I suppose it is not right to count 
him.” A few years later Bobby came 
to the pastor and said, “Pastor, do you 
think that I could ever learn to preach? 
I feel within here something that tells 
me that I ought to. If I could just 
lead souls to Christ, that would be 
happiness to me.” The pastor an- 
swered, “Well, Bobby, you might; who 
knows? At least you can try!” He 
did try, and years later when Robert 
Moffat came back from his wonder 
work in Africa the King of England 
rose and uncovered in his presence, and 
the British Parliament stood as a mark 
of respect. The humble old preacher, 
who had but one convert, and who was 
so discouraged, is dead and forgotten, 
and yet that was the greatest year’s 
work he ever did—and few have equaled 
it—From Young People’s Weekly. Sent 
by Miss M. E. Davis, Wattersonville, 
Pa. (2) 

The Candles.—Josiah was eight years 
old when he began to reign. ... And he 
did that which was right in the eyes of 
Jchovah, and walked in the ways of 
David his father, and turned not aside 
to the right hand or to the left (vs. 
1, 2). An evangelist was talking to a 
meeting of children. He brought out a 
row of candles on a board; a very long 
candle was at one end, a very short one 
at the other. Between the long one and 
the short one were candles of various 
heights. He said that by these candles 
he wanted to represent the grandfather, 
father and mother, boys and girls, and 
the baby of a family who never heard 
of Christ until a missionary came— 
whom he represented by a lighted can- 
dle—and then they all gave their hearts 
to Jesus, and from that day loved and 
served him. He then asked which can- 
dle they thought represented the grand- 
father, the mother, and so on. They all 
thought that the tallest candle would be 
the grandfather, but he told them, “No, 
that stands for the baby, the youngest 
member of the family.” Presently one 
little boy said: “I know why; he has 
the chance to shine the longest for 
Jesus.”"—Sent by Robert V. Malone, 
Canonsburg, Pa. The prize for this week 
is awarded to this tllustration. (3) 


“Jerkily Good.”—And turned not 
aside to the right hand or to the left 
(v. 2). “Yes, Julia is good—usually,” 
said a young girl who was running over 
a list of acquaintances in search of 
one who might be able and willing to 
help in some work she had undertaken. 
“If it happened to appeal to her in just 
the right way and just the right mood, 
she would be the best of help. But that 
is just what one can never be sure of 
with Julia. She is so jerkily good.” 
There is a great deal of goodness—real 
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goodness in its way—that goes by fits, 
starts, and jerks, and cannot be de- 
pended on to run steadily and smoothly. 
—From the Young Peopl@s Weekly. 
Sent by James D. Lawson, Charlotte- 
ton, P. E. I. 


He Meant Business.—For in the 
eighth year of his reign, while he was 
yet young, he began to seek after the 
God of David his father (v. 3). A 
young son of a missionary heard his 
father say to the native congregation 
that if each Christian in that particular 
city could’ win fifty, the whole city 
would be Christianized. Twelve-year- 
old accepted his share of the responsi- 
bility without reservation. Every day 
at family prayers a boy friend of his, a 
Hindu, was remembered, and such suc- 
cessful personal work was done that in 
a few months his friend was baptized. 
Radiant with happiness the boy watched 
the baptism, and then said hopefully to 
his father, “Only forty-nine left for 
me.” How many people are in our par- 
ticular corners of the field for which 
we are responsible and we alone?— 
From an address by Mrs. Helen Barrett 
Montgomery. Sent by Emma C, Fisk, 
Boonville, N. Y. (4) 


What Was Lost?—While he was yet 
young (v. 3}. There was once a horse 
that ran away in the morning and did 
not return till the evening. When the 
master upbraided him the horse replied, 
“But here am I returned safe and 
sound. You have your horse.” “True,” 
answered the master, “but my field is 
unplowed.” If a man turns to God in 
old age, God has the man, but he has 
been defrauded of the man’s work. And 
the man himself has been defrauded 
worst of all—From The Sunday School 


Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Streatham Hill, London, Eng. (5) 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


ND strewed it upon the graves of 
them that had sacrificed unto them 
(v. 4). Not merely as an expression of 
indignation and reproach towards those 
who had been guilty of such folly and 
sin, but still more to prevent the ashes 
or sacred relics of sun-worship from be- 
ing again objects of idolatrous devotion 
as they had become ceremonially defiled 
by contact with graves. Also verse 5. (1) 
He sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah 
(v. 8). The word Shaphan means rab- 
bit, hare, coney, as Achbor (2 Kings 
22:14) means mouse, rat, jerboa. In 
the same way the Arabs of to-day name 
a child bear, wolf, tiger. It means that 
there has been the death of one or more 
children in that family, and from the 
fear that it has been a punishment upon 
the parental joy that forgot the Lord, 
the giver, the next infant receives a 
name of humiiiation, as of something 
beneath the Lord’s notice, so that the 
life of the infant may be spared! 


To make beams for the houses (v. 
11). The flat roof required a strong 
beam with smaller crosspieces to support 
the weight of earth rolled and pressed 
which form<d the roof. In consequence 
of the many wars and sieges that Jeru- 
salem has sustained the land around the 
city became strippec of trees and remains 
so to this day. Thus a general view of 
the city presents the appearance of a 
collection of white plastered domes. 
Such beams are made of pine, poplar, 
walnut, and oak, the most enduring be- 


ing cypress and cedar as the aromatic 


gum in the wood protects it against bor- 
ing insects. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
ge 


Do you really want mission study in 
your Sunday-school? Then get George 
H. Trull’s “Missionary Methods for 
Sunday-school Workers,” and have more 
good plans (the cost of the book is only 
50 cents) than you can use up in ten 
years. The Sunday School Times Com- 


pany is glad to be the publisher. 





From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
look upon this company of people to-day 
and let thy blessing be upon them. May 
they do right in thy sight. May they know 
thee as their very life, and in these pre- 
paratory years may their thoughts be so 
turned to thee that in thee they shall find 
their chief joy as the years unfold. Grant 
unto them the grace and the strength to 
make a clean record day by day, and may 
those of us who are older, who suffer from 
any regrets because of our past wandering 
from thee, let thee hold us true henceforth, 
in glad knowledge of thy forgiving, sustain- 
ing love. Amen. ‘ 

After the Lesson.—Did you ever see 
a dog on a baseball field, a stray dog? 
Somebody over here whistles and he 
starts this way. Then maybe a dozen 
or a thousand somebodies over yonder 
whistle and off he starts in that direc- 
tion. When whisties sound from all sides 
of the field he stops, trembles, looks this 
way and that, and then makes a wild 
dash for anywhere so long as it’s away 
from where he is. 

Some young people are like that dog. 
They don’t know where they belong on 
questions all of us must decide. They 
answer any call, jump about in mental 
uncertainty, and when all mixed up, off 
they go, they hardly know where, or 
why. They never know just what they 
ought to do, They can’t make up their 
minds. They’re strays in their opinions 
and purposes. But they needn’t be. — 

Josiah learned a better way. He was 
no stray. He found out what was right 
in God’s sight, did that, and did not 
wobble. It wasn’t what folks around 
him thought or guessed, or advised, that 
guided him when folks of different kinds 
advised all sorts of courses for him. He 
wanted to know simply what God’s plan 
was, and then he followed it, without 
turning aside from it. 

Are you the Josiah kind? Do you 
take the opinion of the last person you 
meet as your own, without asking 
whether it is God’s thought or not? Do 
you wobble and sheer like a boat with 
a broken rudder? Well, that isn’t the 
Josiah plan. Josiah’s heart was set upon 
finding and doing God’s will. 


rouome GOD'S WILL 


IS JOSIAH’S WAY MINE? 














Is your purpose like his, or is it con- 
tent with less? Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
ye 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“His grace is keeping me.” 

“The fight is on.” 

“If Jesus goes with me.” 

“Stand up, stand up for Jesus.” 

“ True-hearted, whole-hearted.” 

“ Who is on the Lord’s side?” 

* Conquering now and still to conquer.” 

“ Trying to walk in the steps of the Saviour.” 
(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 

Psalm 2: 1-12 (4: 1-4). 
Psalm 119 : 1-16 (242: 1, 4-6). 
Psalm 122: 1-9 (267: 1-4). 
Psalm 21: 1-13 (38: 1-4). 
Psalm 101 : 1-8 (202: 1, 2, 4). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc. — God’s house 
should be beautiful for worship. 


Before the Story—How many of you 
children are eight years old? What do 
you like to do best? How can you help 
at home, at school, in your neighbor- 
hood? Are you old enough and wise 
enough to rule all the people in your 
city or town? No man can be President 
in the United States before he is 
forty years old. He needs to know 
much about people in order to be their 
leader. 
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Some countries have a king or queen. 
When they die the oldest son becomes 
king. In England, Good Queen. Vic- 
toria lived so long that her son Edward 
was past sixty when he became king. 
Sometimes when a king or queen dies 
the eldest son is only a child, but he be- 
comes king. 

Review.—In Judah, where good Kin 
Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah had 
lived, Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, 
was only twelve when he became king. 
He lived a long time. At first he was 
a very wicked king, so he was punished 
and carried to another land until he was 
sorry and prayed that Gdd would for- 

ive him. God heard and answered, and 
et Manasseh return to Jerusalem to be 
king again.. He destroyed the idols in 
God’s house and in the city and helped 
the people to worship God. 


Lesson Story.—Manasseh’s son was 
king only two years, so when he died 
his little son, me was only eight. 
Older men had to help such a child to 
know what to do. Some one must have 
told him about his great-grandfather, 
Hezekiah, who had been such a good 
king, who cleaned God’s temple and held 
a great Passover service. 

fosiah wanted to do good like Heze- 
kiah. He studied about God and his 
worship. He learned, Seek ye the Lord 
while he m.y be found; and, Remember 
also thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth. : 

By the time Josiah was twenty he felt 
strong and wise enough to rule his peo- 
ple. He gave orders that every idol and 
every altar built for the worship of im- 
ages should be destroyed. Josiah 
watched to see that this was done. Then 
Josiah planned to have God’s temple 
cleaned and repaired for worship. Many 
years had passed since Hezekiah had 
done the same thing. Josiah appointed 
faithful men for the work. It was a big 


job. 

The high priest handled the money 
which was gathered to pay for the work. 
New stones were needed, which had to 
be cut from the rocks and shaped. Big 
timbers were needed, so men went-to the. 
forests to cut down the right kind of 
trees to make lumber. Other men hauled 
these things to the temple for the build- 
ers to use. Some men were bosses, 
others were laborers. All worked faith- 
fully. . 

Beside this Josiah was getting people 
ready for the service of worship when 
the temple should be repaired. He ap- 
pointed Levites to find musicians who 
could play well. A great choir of sing- 
ers was needed too. 

That was a great housecleaning of 
God’s house. Next Sunday-we will talk 
of something wonderful which was 
found there. 

In God’s Word we are taught to 
“Worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness.” Many churches have beauti- 
ful windows and a beautiful organ. 
Some have paintings on the walls and 
ceilings, 

After the Story.—Long ago there lived 
in Italy a boy who learned to draw and 
paint wh. he was very young. He 
worked so well that his teacher let him 
help in painting pictures on the inside 
walls of churches. 
this Michael Angelo was requested to 
paint the ceiling of 2 most wonderful 
chapel in Rome. The ceiling was very 
high. A framework of wood was built 
reaching almost to the ceiling. Michael 
Angelo would lie on his back on this 
framework so that he could work better. 
Day after day, from daylight until dark, 
he painted on that ceiling. . 

Only one visitor was allowed to watch 
him. For nearly two years he worked 
before the wonderful ceiling was fin- 
ished. He had chosen to paint pictures 
of Bible stories there. Because his 
pictures were to help people to worship 
the Lord in the beauty of holiness, 
Michael Angelo refused to take any pay 
for his work but said, “I do this for the 
honor of God.” For hundreds of years 
many people have crossed the ocean to 
see those wonderful paintings. 

Expression—Help the children to feel 
the importance of keeping God’s house 
clean and tidy because it is a holy place. 
Clean floors, windows, furniture should 


When he was older ° 
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LESSON FOR AUG 12 (2 Chronicles 34 : 1-13) 


be in God’s house. (It may be necessary 
to call attention to some bits of care- 
lessness, such as scraps of paper on the 
floors, books and furniture out of place. 
God’s house is not always respected as 


_it should be.) 


Let each child tell or write what he 
can do to make God’s house beautiful 


“for worship, Sing or repeat 


“© worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness; 
Let us exalt His name together.” 
(junior Hymns and Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., 
_ Wapello, Iowa, 35 cents.) 


Peoria, IL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


Early Conversion.—Josiah’s turning 
his life over to God when he was sixteen 
(the age when youth should always have 
decided for the Christian life) was the 
secret of his great success as a leader. 
Had he wasted his early life, say until 
he was forty, as did his grandfather, 
Manasseh, and his father, Amon, “sow- 
ing wild oats,” and letting the pagan 
worship grow stronger in the land, he 
never could have retrieved the lost time 
and opportunity and never could have 
accomplished all that he did. Happy is 
the girl who realizes that the earlier she 
acknowledges her Lord and begins her 
training in following His directions the 
sooner and longer she will be of service 
and the greater work will she enable the 
Lord to allot to her. A talented woman 
of perhaps thirty-eight, who had at- 
tained to an enviable position in the 
business world but had given no time 
to Jesus until aroused to a realization 
of her sin by Billy Sunday last year, re- 
cently said when complimented upon the 
beauty of the house she had acquired, 
“I used to take pride in it. I always 
spent Sunday in cleaning and beautify- 
ing it and have spent much money in 
furnishing it attractively, but I must ac- 
knowledge that now it seems only to re- 
mind me of my years of selfishness. Oh, 
if only I had started with the Lord 
twenty years ago! I can never make up 
for the lost time, try as I may.” 


System in Service.—We certainly must 
admire the systematic way in which 
Josiah cleaned’ out the pagan customs 
and ideas before re-establishing Je- 
hovah worship. It is a pity we do not 
have many Josiahs to-day to clean out 
the liquor and cigarette traffic. He be- 


* lieved in education but he believed in 


prevention first. So he renovated and 
disinfected the whole country, begin- 
ning in Jerusalem and proceeding to all 
the little towns. As a result, when 
Josiah got ready for his big protracted 
meeting, the greatest passover Jerusa- 
lem ever saw (see chapter 35: 18), there 
were no pagan sideshow attractions 
(no Sunday picture shows, no saloons, 
no dance halls). System is necessary in 
the life of the humblest as well as of 
the greatest. 

A large concern recently had an ex- 
perience which illustrates this point 
well. The bookkeeper, a Christian young 
woman, depended much on her excellent 
memory for many things and worked up 
her books spasmodically. She was most 
faithful to the firm and took upon her- 
self many duties which by right did not 
devolve upon her. Her health failing, 
she decided to take a long rest and be- 
gan to get things in order. But the task 
was greater than she had anticipated, 
and so much had been left to accumu- 
late that its enormity overwhelmed her 
and she had to give up and leave the 
confused mass to one unfamiliar with 
the details. This new bookkeeper, also 
a Christian girl, put herself to the task 
quietly and systematically. After sev- 
eral months of persistent effort she had 
everything in order—then the Lord sud- 
denly called her Home, but her successor 
had no great difficulty. (1) 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read 2 Chronicles 34: 14-33 
1. What was the reason Hilkiah 
“found” the book of the law? 


2. Do girls of to-day lose track of the 
Bible? Why? 





3. What happened to Josiah when he 
realized the import of the Book? (v. 19.) 

4. What happens to girls to-day who 
come to a full appreciation of the Book? 

5. Why did Josiah send to Huldah for 
advice? 

6. To whom can girls of to-day go 
for advice and enlightenment on the 
Scriptures? 


Kansas Clty, Mo. 
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Pucker’s ‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


Leap Frog.—And walked in the ways 
of ‘David his father (v. 2). “David 
wasn’t his father,” declared Fred Keller. 
“My father says David had been dead 
four hundred years.’ 

Teacher admitted that Josiah was the 
son of wicked King Amon, and said the 
word father in verse two is used in the 
sense of ancestor. He thinks one rea- 
son Josiah turned out so well was his 
great ancestor. David’s goodness seems 
to have jumped over Amon, but it lit 
down on the next generation, kind of a 
hereditary leap frog. There was good 
blood if Josiah’s veins, as well as bad 
blood. e was mixed, like most of us 
are. What we want to do is to live up 
to the good blood in us, and especially 
to live so as to give some other fellow 
a good start, down the line somewhere. 
Teacher believes we never can know 
what great-grandchild in 1975 may take 
especially after us. 


Ready, Set, Go.—While he was yet 
young, he began to seek after the God of 
David his father (v. 3). That, -more 
than his noble blood, was what made 
him a good man. He got converted. It 
was the power of God using the influ- 
ence of David. And he started early; 
e'ght years old. Teacher thinks the 
earlier a boy accepts Christ the better. 
He says in a race the quicker you get 
away after the gun cracks the better 
your chance, and to delay even one sec- 
ond puts you behind. He believes the 
same is true of the heavenly race. No 
one who puts it off till he is a man will 
ever be the Christian he might have been 
if he had started when a boy. (1) 


The Lid On.—And purged Judah and 
Jerusalem (v. 5). Josiah didn’t believe 
in doing things half way, nor in giving 
clean-up orders with a wink. He cleaned 
out the whole works, smashed up every- 
thing that they could worship idols with. 
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Teacher says if he had left any idols 
or altars they would have been a tempta- 


tion to Judah, as carrying a deck of 


cards in his pocket is to a boy. He 
thinks whatever is a temptation ought 
to be burnt up like Josiah did the idols. 
No half-way business goes. (2) 

“He regular put the lid on, didn’t he?” 
grinned Bulldog. But teacher thought 
it was better than any lid. Josiah 
cleaned out all the rottenness under the 
lid. Teacher thinks lots of young men 
are satisfied with putting a lid on their 
lives, keeping respectable, you know, 
when they ought to let Jesus cleanse 
their hearts. (3) 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read 2 Chronicles 34: 14-33 
Where did Hilkiah find a book? 
What was it? 
What was he doing when he found it? 
How are Bibles lost now? 
Where can we find deeper interest in 
the Bible? 
What church work can boys do? 
Terre Haute, Inp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











OMETIMES it is found that the 

good and wholesome practise of 
Family Worship has been dropped from 
the home life. Often one hears it said: 
“Well! we used to have family prayers 
but not now.” A busy father wrote me 
a little while ago from Manitoba telling 
me that for five years after he was mar- 
ried he and his wife had family worship 
night and morning, but when his present 
business came into his hand the morning 
worship was omitted. Recently, through 
reading this column, he has begun to 
gather his family ‘of five around him, 
and together with his wife they have 
prayer and reading before the breakfast 
is started in the morning. He adds, 
“Since we began we are the richer for 


it.” And he expresses the hope that his | 
testimony may lead others who have | 


dropped the practise to resume it. 


August 6 to 12 


Mon.—2 Chron. 3%: 1-13. Josiah’s 
Reign. 


Good 


to reign and was not more than forty 
when his reign closed. Precious indeed 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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is it to spend the youthful years and the 
years of young manhood in the service 
of the Lord. e is worthy of the very 
best we can give him. 

PrayER SuGGestTions: Pray for the 
children, that in their carly years they 
may be kept pure and especially seek 
their conversion; for the children’s com- 
panions and schoolmates; for boy and 
girl Scouts; for boys and girls away on 
vacations, and all who have gone y Bre 
under home influences. 


Tues.—Deut. 17 : 14-20. mere for Kings. 


A king is “one who can.” His riches 
rest not in material Bal but in that 
which he derives out of ‘the Book of the 
law. If kings and rulers to-day lived 
and acted according to this word the 
world would be a very different place 
from what we find it at this hour. 


PraYyER SuGGEsTions: Pray that defi- 
niteness may characterize the prayers at 
the family altar; that the great inter- 
cessor himself may teach us how to 
pray; for a widening vision of the possi- 
bilities of the prayer life and for oa 
greater desire for fellowship and com- 
munion with the Lord. 


Wed.—1 Sam. 9: 17 to 10: 1. The First King. 


It is no easy thing for a man to arise 
and anoint his successor. Many an 
otherwise great man reveals his little- 
ness at such a crisis, but Samuel shows 
no trace of wounded feeling. Saul, the 
anointed, was a type of Christ who was 
anointed with the oil of gladness above 
his fellows. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTions: Pray for the 
men fighting our battles on land and 
sea; for the sorrow-stricken homes and 
families of the soldiers and sailors; for 
the bereaved wives, mothers, and sisters; 
for the wounded in the hospitals, and 
especially for those whose wounds are 
fatal. 


Thurs.—1 Sam. 8: 10-22. Words of Warning. 


There are times when God grants the 
foolish requests of his people and so 
teaches them to loathe their own folly. 
Demanding a king the people were re- 
jecting God, and in pressing their desire 
they were taking hot coals to their 
breasts. Our lessons in the school of 
experience are hard to learn. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Remember in 
prayer those Western and Southern 
countries which are still suffering under 
idolatrous or irreligious influences— 
Italy, France, Spain, Austria-Hungary, 
South America; for the children there 
who know nothing of the mediatorial 
work of the Saviour. 


1-15. Asa’s Good Reign. 


Asa was able under God to bring 
about a great religious revival. He 
swept away the idols and caused the 
people to renew their covenant with the 
Lord. The greatest asset to a nation is 
not her armies and armaments, but the 
godly men who can lead the people back 
to God. 


PRAYER Succestions: Pray for the 
men and women who are laboring to 
lighten the burden of those who have 
answered the call of the country; for 
war relief committees, members of the 
Red Cross, together with the many and 
various work- -parties and patriotic so- 
cieties. Pray that Christ’s spirit may 
guide our patriotism. 


Sat.—2 Kings 11: 1-12. A Boy King. 


Joash was the only one left of David’s 
line, and on his little infant life all the 
promises of God seemed to depend for 
their fulfilment. Even in the darkest 
hour we need never despair, for the di- 
vine resources can never be overtaxed. 
Satan the usurper will be deposed for- 
ever, 

PRAYER SuGGesTions: Pray for the 
chosen people and for Jewish missionary 
agencies. The Jew is our prophetical 
timepiece; his movements indicate the 
near return of our Lord; prayerfully 
watch and await developments in Pales- 
tine and pray for the population of Jeru- 
salem, fifty percent. of whom are starv- 
ing. 

Sun.—Psalm 2. The Invincible King. 


Spurgeon’s title to this Psalin is “The 
Psalm of Messiah the Prince.” Surely 
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If you are not as familiar 


with the Old Testament 
as a teacher of the next 
six months’ lessons 
ought to be 


will you consider a few plain “en 
that point the way to real help 


For example, if you're not quite up 
on the kings and pespnese of Israel and 
pases there’s a simple chart you should 

ave, so designed that you can see Jew- 


ish history at a glance, It is 


Byington’s Chart of 
Jewish National History 


25 cents in pocket size 


It's hard to keep clear on Bible chro- 
nology, and important, too. You would 
find great help in a brief study of the 
sources and principles of Bible chro- 
nology, with a comparative chart of the 
kings of Judah and Israel, Assyria and 
Babylon, in a handy little manual called 


Chronology in the Bible 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 
Published at 25 cents 


‘Then, if you want to have a standard 
reference work, remarkable for its ar- 
rangement, its fulness, its scholarly re- 
search and conclusions, with very full 
tables of Bible chronology, and explana- 
tory notes, be sure to get 


Dated Events 

of the Old Testament 

By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 
Published at $1.50 


For a larger grasp of the Old Testa- 
ment as a whole, you will be glad to 
have a yood outline study. Such an 
outline has been prepared by an expert 
teacher. of teachers, giving a clear sum- 
mary in compact form of each Old Tes- 
tament book ; the purpose of each ; the 
relation of the Books to one another, 
and the unity of the whole in the prepa- 
ration of the world for Christ— 


Analytical Outlines 

of the Old Testament 
Compiled by Margaretta M. Haig 
Published at 50 cents 


Aren't you glad to have these point- 
ers? You'll be more pleased to have 
the books and charts themselves. 

When you seal up and mail that order 
to-day for any of these, have no concern 
about whether what you order is exactly 
what you need, or not. If you find any 
of the books or charts unsuitable, you 
may return them within a week after 
you receive them, simply paying the 
return postage, and with no other obli- 
gation or expense, 
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For Family Worship 


(Continued from preceding page) 


a fitting title to so sublime a song. 
Whatever reference there may be in it 
to David or Solomon sure we are that 
it points to the final triumph of our 
Lord Jesus Christ over all His enemies. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
preaching of the Gospel in all out-door 
services; for the Gospel work at sum- 
mer resorts, on village greens, in tents 
and tabernacles; for all Bible conference 
work and summer conventions for the 
deepening of the spiritual life of the 
Lord’s people, for seaside services espe- 
cially among children. 


New York Ciry. 





Ask Marion Lawrance 











Virginia—I would appreciate it if you 
would answer as nearly as possible the fol- 
lowing questions: 

1. What percentage of the church-members 
come from the Sunday-school? 

2. About what is the cost per annum of 
maintaining the Sunday-school? 

3. What percentage of Sunday-school pu- 
pils go wrong? 

4. What is the approximate number of 
officers and teachers in the Sunday-schools 
of North America? 


5s. What is the approximate number of 
children in the Sunday-schools of North 
America? 


6. About what amount does the Sunday- 
schoel contribute to the cause of missions? 

7. What is the annual bill of North 
America for alcoholic beverages? 

8. How much is spent annually for candy 
and chewing-gum? 

9. What*is the approximate amount spent 
for moving-pictures and theaters in the 
United States? 

By furnishing the above information you 
will greatly help me.—B. S. D. 


| AM quite unable to answer some of 
the questions that are here given, but 
will do the best I can, numbering the 
answers to correspond to the ques- 
tions above. 

1. It is usually estimated that about 
four-fifths of the church membership 
in North America comes through the 
Sunday-school. There is no way at 
hand probably to determine absolutely 
the truth of this statement, but very 
extensive investigation and a large use 
of questionnaires over great areas have 
failed so far to reduce the percentage 
from that given above. It is probably 
true that if it were not for the addi- 
tions to the church membership from 
the Sunday-school, the church would 
decline very rapidly. One of the largest 
Protestant churches in America issues 
a public statement to the effect that if 
it were not for the additions to that 
church from their Sunday-schools the 
church would be cut in half in fifteen 
years and wiped out of existence in thirty 
years. The Sunday-school is the hope 
of the church, not because it is a Sun- 
day-school, but because childhood and 
youth is the hope of the Christian re- 
ligion. 

2. I have no way of knowing the cost 
of maintaining a Sunday-school, neither 
is there any rule by which to determine 
it. Some schools are operated very 
economically, some too much so, and 
others, without doubt, are extravagant. 
If there is nothing to pay for rent, heat, 
or light, and the only expenditures are 
for supplies and ordinary equipment, the 
total amount should be covered by from 
fifty cents to one dollar a year per en- 
rolled member. This, however, is not 
a safe rule to go by as it is only an 
estimate based upon limited investiga- 
tion. 

3. It is impossible to dnswer this 
question. Jt has been repeatedly stated 
(and the statement is based upon con- 
siderable investigation, though not by 
the writer), that approximately 20 per- 
cent. of the members of the Sunday- 
school are converted and join the church 
while they are members of the Sunday- 
school, and that another 20 percent. are 
converted and join the church after 
leaving the Sunday-school, and that the 
remaining 60 percent., or approximately 
that, are never reached by the church. 
I cannot vouch for the truth of this 





statement, but it is quite generally be- 
lieved by many Sunday-school special- 
ists. 

4. In round numbers there are 1,600,- 
000 officers and teachers in the Sunday- 
schools of North America, the total en- 
rolment being 18,400,000. See the re- 
port of the Chicago Convention of the 
International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. 

5. Here again we have not the accu- 
rate information. It is generally ac- 
cepted that about 40 percent. of the 
above Sunday-school enrolment is under 
thirteen years of age, 20 percent. from 
thirteen to twenty years of age, and 40 
percent. above twenty years of age. 

6. I do not know. There are 180,000 
Sunday-schools in North America, ap- 
proximating one hundred each in en- 
rolment. If they averaged twenty-five 
dollars a school it would be four mil- 
lions and a half, or if they averaged 
fifty dollars per school it would reach 
nine millions of dollars. It may not 
reach even twenty-five dollars, but con- 
sidering the missionary interest and the 
large gifts of some of our larger schools, 
I imagine the figure is somewhere be- 
tween twenty-five and fifty dollars per 
school. On the other hang, we must 
recognize that there are very: many small 
schools enrolling as few as twenty-five 
pete each, and some smaller than 
that. 

7. Approximately two billion dollars. 
How much of this, however, is spent 
by church members, I presume there is 
no way of ascertaining, 

8. The chewing gum bill alone, we 
are told, is approximately twenty-five 
millions a year; candy, two hundred 
millions. These figures are those used 
by temperance lecturers, I understand, 
and are taken from a large list of 
others. 

9. I have no way of ascertaining the 
amount spent for moving-pictures and 
theaters, and many of the figures given 
above are estimates; however, I believe 
they are safe enough to be of some help. 


<0 


Rich Poor Folks 


By Thomas O. Blair 
Wayside Witness, League of the Abundant Life 


66 A=. AND “OX” were the only 

printed words which “Bud” ever 
learned in the little schoolhouse on the 
edge of the forest. When the teacher 
thought that Bud thoroughly knew “ax,” 
he introduced “ox,”: only to find that 
when “ox” seemed to be mastered, “ax” 
was forgotten. And when “ax” was 
again stamped on the boy’s eye and 
brain, “ox” disappeared. By no process 
which the young teacher knew or could 
devise could the boy receive and hold 
two such simple impressions. 

Because Bud was harmless and kind, 
and because he was sent from the poor 
farm to school with a baker’s dozen of 
unfortunates who formed a fourth part 
of the pupils of the district, his pres- 
ence was taken as a matter of course 
until he had grown almost to a man’s 
size without learning anything from 
books. What he absorbed from his 
surroundings, and what seed sown by 
patient teachers was taking root, only 
heaven knew. 

Years passed, The teacher returned 
to visit old scenes. At the poor farm 
on a Sunday afternoon he spoke to the 
flotsam and jetsam of society gathered 
there, from the text, “Blessed are ye 
poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” 
Everybody listened. Eyes grew moist 
that were too tired to weep. The old 
colored inmate whose function was as 
pastor of his little flock of fellow-un- 
fortunates, reverently bowed his head 
on his cane, and said “Amen, amen.” 
But the most noticeable ngure in the 
group was a man who went about 
quietly, passing the song-books, giving 
a little help here and there, and offering 
to help in the distribution of Gospels 
and literature at the close of the service. 

The visitor said to this quietly serving 
man, “I used to know a boy we called 
‘Bud,’ who lived here and went to my 
school, Do you know anything about 
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him?” He answered, “I’m Bud, but I 
didn’t know you was a preacher.” 

“I’m not,” said the visitor, “but I try 
to help people a little as I go along the 
King’s highway.” Bud’s eyes grew 
wistful as he said, “When you go home 
write letters to me.” 

The visitor, who had written letters 
to the school children before the blessed 
“League of the Golden Pen” was known 
by that name, quickly replied, “Yes, Bud, 
I'd rather write to you than to Ki 
George, who doesn 
wouldn’t care.” 

Then right and left and in and out 
Bud went to the shut-ins who could not 
or would not come t» the chapel service, 
egy news: | Gospels and literature. In 
the Gospel of John which he received 
for himself he asked to have his name 
written, with that. of the visitor. “I 
can’t read,” said he, “but 1 can get some 
one to read for me. No, don’t write my 
name ‘Bud.’ They used to call me that,~ 
but my real name is Alfred.” Evidentl 
he had risen to a new self-respect, real- 
izing the true dignity of his manhood 
in Christ Jesus. Bringing from an- 
other room a mildly insane woman, he 
explained, “She wants you to write her 
name in her k, too.” 

The sinking sun warned Alfred that 
other duties awaited-him. He was seen 
with equal cheerfulness feeding the 
farm animals when the visitor left the 
farm sorrowful yet rejoicing,—sorrow- 
ful for the unfortunate whom he had 
tried to comfort, yet rejoicing that God 
is able to fill the most vacant mind with 
the knowledge of himself, and to make 
the King’s highway so plain that the 
wayfaring men though fools shall not 
err therein. ‘ 

Just how he found the Christ, and 
what was the first expression of his 
new life, the visitor did not learn, fur- 
ther than that he was converted in a 
revival service held in the little chapel 
room of the poorhouse some years ago, 
and that in confidence and in conduct 
he had lived for Christ without waver- 
ing. As to prodding him with personal 
questions, the visitor did not dare. 
When you see one walking in the King’s 
highway you know he has been born 
from above, and you know he is alive 
because you see him walking that way. 

The visitor returned to the city of 
his sojourn, to tell the well-dressed peo- 
ple of “First Church” what great things 
he had seen in lowly places, and what 
transformations can be wrought in lives 
that seem to be almost beyond human 
touch, when Christ himself touches those 
lives into fragrant bloom and luscious 
fruitage. 

When Dan Gamer and I and the rest 
of us boys, and sometimes the girls, too, 
and their mothers, went blackberrying 
in the open spaces and the “deadenings” 
and the “clearings” of the big woods, 
where did we find the finest berries, 
hanging dead ripe in great clusters 
ready to drop into our hands at the 
touch? Not along the beaten paths 
where the half-hearted and the timid 
and the conventional berry-pickers could 
easily find and grasp them, but where 
briars with long recurved points almost 
tore the clothes from your back, and 
sometimes went deeper; where mos- 
quitoes bit and “chiggers” dug into your 
flesh, where snakes might be concealed. 

If you have never broken away from 
conventionalities, try spiritual berry- 
picking in out-of-the-way places, .where, 
it may be, no one will carry the love of 
Christ if you don’t go; where, perhaps, 
you are of all persons the one best 
qualified to do most good. Any way, 
you will be blessed with new blessings 
that will more than repay you for the 
scratches and the possible scorn you 
may receive from the malignity of some 
who are too selfish to comprehend your 
motives. You will find in these out-of- 
the-way places among the humble folk 
new meanings to the refrain, “Where 
Jesus is ’tis heaven there.” You will 
be smiled upon by the King himself be- 
cause you have gladly borne his name 
and his- message without money and 
without price to those who ‘need him 
and have nothing to pay. You will find 
riches of faith among the simple poor 
that will make you feel how needy you 
are and will create in you a hungering 
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LESSON FOR AUG 12 (2 Chronicles 34 : 1-13) 


and _thirsti after new fulnesses of 
; and will come and fill you 
with all his fulness. 
WestrFiELp, Inp. 


<0 
Kentucky’s War Time Service 


( Continued from page 417) 


The purpose of the artment is to 
prosect the influence of the church and 
unday-school into the lives of all 
en boys,” wherever they may be 
located, who have enlisted in the army 
and navy, and to assist in bringing the 
influence of the Kent churches and 
Sunday-schools into the lives of all sol- 
diers who may be stationed in our State. 
The following are suggested as some 
lines of operation, no doubt others will 
develop later: 

1. That all small groups of men who 
are guarding tunnels, bridges, public 
buildings, etc., be located. hat some 

day-school in the neighborhood se- 
cure all the soldiers in these groups as 
Extension Members, visit them fre- 
quently, see that they get the Sunday- 
school quarterlies regularly, that they 
have Bibles, either give or lend them 
good books and healthful literature to 
read, present them with flowers, candy, 
and comforts as often as_ possible, 
arrange to have them meet the proper 
kind of people when they come to town, 
and show them such attentions as will 
reveal a real interest in them. 

2. That every Sunday-school form a 
roll of all of its members who have en- 
listed, that this roll occupy a place of 
honor on the wall of the school, and 
that it be kept up-to-date in every re- 
spect. That prayer be offered regularly 
every Sunday for these absent mem- 
bers, and that the members be notified 
of such action. That the Sunday-school 
literature be sent them regularly, and 
that the Sunday-school keep in touch 
with these men by means of letters 
written them by the pastor, superinten- 
dent, teacher, and others, and through 

ifts of candy, books, and other remem- 
Cemene that will bring comfort and joy. 
That they be asked to write to the 
school from time to time of their ex- 
periences, and that these letters be read 
to the school. 

3. That all “Kentucky boys” who en- 
list be located, and where they are not 
now members of any church or Sunday- 
school they be encouraged to enter the 
Christian life. That the Christian men 
in the camp and the Sunday-schools at 
home combine forces to bring about 
such results. 

4. That the “boys” from other states 
who come to Kentucky in any of the 
camps be reached and helped in right 
living. 

5. That track be kept of the “boys” 
who enlist in the navy and the same in- 
fluences be brought into their lives as 
are brought into the lives of those i 
the army. : 

To carry out such a program as this 
will require some well worked out plans, 
so the Association will use the following 
plans: 

The general plan shall be one of com- 
plete organization, using where possible 
the existing county and district organi- 
zations, simply adding the necessary 
officers to secure the desired results. 

1. There shall be a General and staff 
of officers to supervise the work in the 
entire State, and to arrange for all the 
office work that is necessary. 

2. That there shall be a Colonel for 
each county, who shall have his staff of 
officers and such privates as are needed. 

3. That, by correspondence and per- 
sonal visitation the organization be per- 
fected in every part of the State. That 
the facts in each county be secured and 
reported to the State office. 

4. That the county organization get all 
the information possible in regard to its 
own county:—the number of men en- 
listed, from what community or town, 
and from what churches and Sunday- 
schools; that all groups and camps be 
located; that lists be made of.all Sun- 
day-schools willing to assist, and the 
kind of assistance they are willing to 
render. That the work be so systema- 





tized that no one will be neglected, and 
that there will not be an overlapping of 
the work done by different agencies. 

That the work become one of com- 
munity interest, in which the churches 
and Sunday-schools shall take the lead. 
That when a complete list of the men 
of a community or county who have 
enlisted can be secured, the list shall 
be printed in the local papers, and per- 
haps additional lists be printed for per- 
manent use. That arrangements be 
made for the observance of community 
patriotic days, 

The Association is asking that all per- 
sons who are willing to give some time 
to this Department volunteer for ser- 
vice, and work will be assigned. The 
Association is also arranging with all 
Sunday-schools who desire to have a 
part in this patriotic service to give to 
each one some definite task to perform. 

There will be no public appeal for 
funds for this work. The money needed 
for printing, postage, traveling ex- 
penses, and extra help will be met by 
voluntary contributions from those who 
believe this an opportunity to help bring 
the truest and most lasting peace out of 
these times of war. 

The press of the State is willing to 
ee all publicity to any plans that may 

advanced from time to time. It is 
believed by many that this department 
offers an opportunity to give just what 
is needed to those who are away from 
home, and that if its plans are carried 
out it will so tie many of the young men 
who are in the army and navy to the 
church and Sunday-school that when 
they return home after the war is over, 
next to the house itself the church and 
Sunday-school that ministered will hold 
the warmest place in their hearts, and 
they will come back to become earnest 
Christian workers. 


LovIsviLte, Ky. 





Missions 
in the Sunday-School 











How the Big Boys Helped 
the Missionary 


|* IS beginning to be realized by su- 
perintendents and teachers who per- 
haps know ae about psychology 
that the real time for doing a thing is 
when the interest in that thing is at its 
height. While this does not seem like 
a great principle hard to grasp, isn’t it 
true that when, for example, you ob- 
serve Bible Day in your school you too 
often forget to arrange for the distrib- 
uting of the Scriptures in the homes of 
the neighborhood or even of the pupils, 
and totally forget to arrange for an 
offering for the Bible Society? Or 
again, while we are giving better atten- 
tion to missions than we used to, can 
we not enlist permanent interest in mis- 
sions by taking better advantage of 
such special opportunities as the follow- 


ing: 

_ A class of big boys taught by a big 
business man in the Free Church of St. 
John, in the Kensington mill district of 
Philadelphia, was aroused to its duty 
by the vivid portrayal of scenes in the 
mountain district of North Carolina by 
a speaker in the school on Missionary 
Sunday. She told of the destitute cir- 
cumstances of the mountaineers; of 
their great thirst for an education, and 
the eagerness with which they listen to 
the Gospel message. The interest in the 
class mentioned was so intense that the 
young fellows seemed almost ready to 
offer their lives for service among the 
mountaineers. The leader-of the class 
was always interested in missionary 
work, and he never lost an opportunity 
to show it in the teaching of the lesson, 
therefore the boys were now ready for 
some action. How easily they might 
have lost that interest and thereby hin- 
dered the work among the mountain 
folk. ‘But the speaker on the platform 
shot a question at that school -which 
struck as a bomb shell in the midst of 
the fifteen young men. 

“What are you going to do for these 
poor needy people’” she asked. “Won’t 
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you help them to an education and give 
them the advantages you enjoy?” 

The missionary was just finishing her 
address, but in the last minute of her 
talk the teacher of the class quietly 
asked the class what it would do for 
the missionary. Befor@ the end of the 
sixty seconds the boys had emptied their 
pockets and the teacher’s too, and one 
of the boys was delegated to take the 
twenty-five dollars thus raised up to the 
platform. He handed the money to the 
missionary just as she was leaving the 
platform, and a more surprised mission- 
ary was never seen in a Sunday-school 
session. The boys, who had sometimes 
been frowned upon by church officials, 
had done an unheard of thing in the 
experience of the missionary, and had 
reaped a benefit for themselves of a 
hundredfold more value than their gift 
to the missionary. 

Watch for your opportunity when the 
interest is at its height!—Henry G. 
Talmadge, Philadelphia. 


Keeping Young Folks in Touch 
with the Missionary 


OW to bring the young people of 

our church and our church mission- 
ary into constant touch was a problem 
we had to solve, and this is how we 
did it. 

Once a month some member of the 
Young People’s Society writes him a 
friendly letter and takes that oppor- 
tunity to introduce the person who has 
agreed to write the following month. 
With the description of: the next writer 
goes also his or her photograph. This 
is seldom a professional picture, but 
usually a snapshot, and the funnier the 
better. If the next writer does not have 
any picture of himself which he can 
send, then a member of the Society who 
has a camera takes his picture for this 
special purpose. 

Our missionary writes of how eagerly 
he looks forward to the coming of these 
letters, and that he has made a sort of 
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frieze about his room out of the 
friendly faces we have sent him. 

Another way we have found to keep 
in touch with each other is by means of 
a camera made of aluminum which we 
have sent our missionary. He takes 
pictures which illustrate the work he 
is doing, develops the films (lest they 
be exposed to the light in the Custom 
House), and forwards them to us. We 
make lantern slides from these and ex- 
hibit them before the church and Sun- 
day-school. If “7 missionary returns 
from the same field we claim him for 
an evening to tell us more in -detail 
about our slides—Miss E. G. French, 
Montclair, N. J. 





[ Children at Home 





Sairy Winkum 
By Etta Squier Seley 


LL THE animals and fowls at our 

farm have names. Some of them are 
very funny, some fit pretty well, and 
some don’t fit a bit; but that is because 
we take turns naming them to suit our 
own fancy. 

Now our Persian tabby cat, with the 
cute little fuzzy kittens out in the shed, 
is called Johnnie. The smallest boy in 
the family named her, so Johnnie she 
remains. 

But this story is to be about Sairy 
Winkum. That is the name of an old 
blue hen that has always kept us laugh- 
ing at her because she has so many 
funny habits. Among other things she 
does is to come and pick at my apron 
when hungry, She will take hold of the 
hem and jerk, jerk, until I look down, 
then she scratches the ground and looks 
as if trying her best to see a grain of 
wheat; then she looks up at me and 
gives such a comical slow wink. I 
think her eyes are different from any 
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Commentary 
on the Whole Bible 


By Dr. James M. Gray 


Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, Illinois 
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**At last! 


A truly competent commentary on the whole Bible 
in one volume, and for a price within the reach of all. 
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‘But it remains true that this is eminentl 
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No Sunday-school teacher can afford to be without it, 


and in any Christian home it will enrich the family devotions, an- 
swer the children’s questions, and stimulate the study of the sacred 
Oracles.’’—Dr. C. 1. Scoteld, in The Sunday School Times. 
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other hen’s, but it always seems like a 
well-planned scheme to get an extra 
feed; and I have to admit that it usu- 
all ‘works, too. So you see why we 
called her Winkum. Then Father. said 
that was only a last name, after all, so 
he put in the Sairy. ogg Sairy 
Winkum furnished us with her full 
share of big white eggs; but if ever 
she made up her mind to sit, there was 
no making her change it. Sit ‘she would ; 

if not on eggs, then on something else. 

Once she even tried to coax Johnnie’s 
kittens into a nest; but Johnnie soon 
settled that by carrying em—one by 
one clear out of he: reach. 

One morning Father came in laughing. 
He had a basket, and as he set it down, 
he said, “Well, I reckon we'll break 
aay Winkum of sitting, this trip.” 

eeped into the basket, and saw nine 

mS sized turtle eg; BES. “Father!” I 

rciaed “where did you find them? 

I’m sure Sairy won't have a thing to do 

with them. She would rather mother 
cats than those things.” 

Father just laughed and said, “Well, 
we'll see. I found them in the sand 
down by the river, and we'll see some 
fun anyway.” 

So he fixed a nice nest and put the 
eggs in, then showed it to Sairy. She 
never hesitated a bit, but settled herself 
over those eggs as ‘if they were quite 
the proper sort. Of course we didn’t 
expect her to stick to it, we thought she 
would figure out in hen fashion—some 
way—that those things were trouble- 
makers, but she didn’t. When we would 
look in on her, she would greet us with 
an awful squawk and that ridiculous 
slow wink of hers, and soon it became 
the habit of every farmer within miles 
of us to ask laughingly about Sairy and 
her eggs. 

And then one morning Father called 
us to come and see Sairy. There was 
poor Sairy Winkum, almost distracted, 
every feather standing out, and in the 
nest into which she was looking, were 
nine little squirming snapping turtles. 

Utterly pen be | several times she 
tried to hover over the uncanny brood, 
but the situation was too much even for 
Sairy; and with a prolonged squawk she 
flew clear across the garden and de- 
serted her freak family; and from that 
day to this has never again insisted on 
sitting. 

But she still keeps her funny slow 
wink, and nothing would tempt us to 
part with Sairy Winkum. 


SaLeM, ORE. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 


tions re gor while our =. are 
trustwo and necessary ju ents. 
They may be and they may not. It will 
be good for us to stand in the other 
people’s shoes for a few moments of re- 
flection. How do things look now? 


(Lesson for Aug 12) JULY 28, 1917 


Love rejoiceth not in jateeitn: Ee we? 

The sin of evil speaking is one sin 
that we can bite. Bite it. 

The Christian principle of thought 
and word and deed is kindness. 

New York Ciry. 





Sunday, August 12 
The Sin of 


and Scandal 
(Psa. 120: 1-7; Exod. 20: 16). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—The busybody (2 Thess. 3 : 7-18). 
Tues.—The talebearer (Prov. 11: 9). 
Wed.—Gossip’s brood (2 Cor. 12: 20). 
Thurs.—Green-eyed slander (2 Sam. 10: 

1-5). 
Fri—Invertors of evil (Luke 7 : 24-35). 








Sat.—A great little enemy (Jas. 3: 1-18). 





What harm may gossip do? 
haw 2 should we apply the Golden Rule to 
on 
How does scandal spread? 


E CAN always take our choice. 
There is evil and there is good. 
We can prefer what is true, honorable, 
pure, just, lovely, virtuous and of good 
report, or we can prefer the other 
things. We can like and repeat what 


is of praise or we can make ourselves, 


the scavengers of scandal and disparage- 
ment and qualification, 

“Whatever modern author he dis- 
cussed,” says the biographer of Francis 
Thompson, “it’was his relish rather than 
his distaste that flavored his opinion.” 

b 4 

Whether gossip starts as a lie or not 
it does not go very far without turning 
into one. Some one gives a maltfcious 
turn to it. Some one else makes a lit- 
tle addition. The next person adds a 
suspicious inquiry, And the next trans- 
forms the query. into an affirmed state- 
ment. The devil who is the father of 
lies is always at hand watching and pro- 
moting the progress and expansion of 
scandal. The slightest opportunity will 
suffice for him to make his decorative 
additions and his « clever perversions and 
to increase to the maximum the likeli- 
hood of mischief. 


There is just one thing to do to gos- 
sip and scandal. That is to scotch it. 
Whenever it comes to us we can deny 
it. We can say, “I don’t know what the 
supposed foundation of this story may 
be. But I do know that I don’t believe 
it. I have no authority to deal with the 
matter, but I have a duty and my duty is 
to say that it is not true. There may 
be some truth somewhere which has 
been given all this distortion, but this 
story is not true. I don’t believe it, and 
I will not repeat one word of it.” 


$e 

The Golden Rule is a good rule to 
apply to all conversation. We ought 
not to telk about others as we should 
not want them to talk about us. We 
would not like to have innuendoes and 
mean suggestions~and malicious hints 
circulated about ourselves or about any 
one we care for. We would resent and 
deny such slander. So do the people 
about whom we talk in such ways. 


% 

And Love is a better principle than 
the Golden Rule and includes it. Love 
will lead us to find the good and whole- 
some things and to talk about them, 
the relish rather than the distaste. If 
we are comparing candidates we can 
compare their virtues or the principles 
for which they stand. If we are talking 
of neighbor. we can discuss their quali- 
ties of good neighborliness and enlarge 
them by praising them. People are 
made better by our thinking highly of 
them and setting up ideals of them 
which they must strive to deserve. 

4 

We are sometimes tempted to think 
that James exaggerated the powers of 
the tongue. But read again what he says 
in the third chapter of the Epistle. Has 
not the tongue done these very things 
in our own neighborhoods? 


w 
And it is very easy to think that other 
people’s denunciations and condemna- 


. 





The Lazy Muscles That 
Cause Constipation 


By R. H. 


ih ded oD Sent agaee Wy of the great 

that constipation is Ape a 
Pe soe ir the stomach, or even of the 
small intestine, but of the large intestine, 
or colon. 

Under normal conditions, this large 
colon, which is about five feet long® and 
shaped like a horseshoe, extracts the 
liquids from the waste matter entrusted 
to its care and promptly passes the 


But unfortunately, due to our seden- 
tary lives, the colon has gradually be- 
come so lazy from lack of exercise, that 
it is unable to perform its functions. 

If we were able to live outdoors and 
to exercise vigorously every day, our 
colons would handle their work properly ; 
for exercise is the greatest and most sat- 
isfactory colon stimulant known. 

To most of us sufficient daily exercise, 
however, is not possible. We have 
neither the time nor the inclination. In- 
stead, we dose ourselves with laxative 
drugs, mineral waters, and other nes- 
trums, with the result that, while we get 
temporary relief, we not only aggravate 
the condition, but find that repetitions of 
the same dose later fail to produce results. 

But relief, even when obtained, is not 
sufficient. To maintain health and ef- 
ficiency, it is absolutely of paramount 
importance to create and maintain, day 
in and day out, freedom from intestinal 
em and this is impossible with laxa- 


is a new way however, to 
keep the Kolon sweet and clean—a way 
which has the same effect as vigorous 
exercise, yet without the inconvenience 
or time-consuming features of exercise. 
And the results are even better, because 
the treatment is localized. 

The principle upon which this new 
method is founded is the same as that 
used in massage. We all know that 
massage has the same effect as exercise 
—it stimulates the nerves and strengthens 


SINCLAIR 


the muscles. Colon massage as 
ticed by osteopaths has proved a 
geal ee é ro 
new massaging 
colon involves the use of a device — 
the Kolon Motor—a 
seur, the face of which is shaped to “es 
over the we when placed _/ 
You — 
Motor on a door or wall, 
Sad tas Sp kentcler trae 
ments. The face rotates with a scien- 
tific waving motion-which immediately 
stimulates the colon and causes proper 
functioning. A couple of minutes in the 
morning each day is all that is required, 
and unless your experience is different 
from the hundreds of other users you 
will feel like a mew person after-the very 
first application. 
Before the Kolon ‘Motor was offered 
to the public a number of well-known 
ysicians were acquainted with its mer- 


its and used it in their practise, Without. .- 


exception the results were most gratify- 
ing—in fact, every physician who has 
oe the Kolon Motor endorses it most 


Martin’s Method, Incorporated, Dept. 
40, 105 East 30th Street, Ae York, 


auto-intoxication, and explains why and 
how the Kolon Motor produces such as- 
sured results. Letters from well-known 
physicians relating their experience with 
eal go Motor also form a part of the 

There may be some who scoff at the 
idea of colon hygiene and its direct rela- 
tion to health and efficiency, but the 
wiser ones will write for this free book 
and learn what this wonderful device is 

accomplishing for so many others. 
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Do You Want to 


Tighten Your Hold on Your Class? 


Why not give each scholar in your class a 


QUARTERLY? 


TIMES 
. Ask them to write out the answers each week, detach the sheet and mail to 


elp them. 


for written answers. 


Better send to-day 


THE SUNDAY 
1031 Walnut Street, - - 
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ou, if either you or the class members are away? It will help you to 


The Question Quarterly is made up of perforated sheets in pamphlet 
form, bearing the lesson date and title, the Golden Text, and two sets of 
questions—one for the teen age and one for the older classes, with space 


It requires the use of the Bible, and provides just enough work to 
interest the pupil. They'll Z4ée it. 
¥ the quantity required. 
tory they may be returned, and your money will be refunded. 
Price, 10 cents a copy 
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Sending the money with your order saves both 
yourself and us time and expense. 


If not entirely satisfac- 
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